HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


ESSEX  INSTITUTE. 


VoL.  XXII.  Oct.,  Not.,  Dec.,  1885.  Nos.  10,  11,  12. 


SALEM  BAPTISMS. 

[Continued  from  page  192,  Vol.  XXII.] 


Abbreviations.  (Ep.)  Episcopal.  (T.)  Tabernacle. 
(N.)  North.  qS.)  South.  (E.)  East.  P.  Private. 


(F.)  First. 


14  Oct.,  1760 
20  “  1765 

it  <1  << 

22  Dec.,  1776 
10  Mch.,  1782 
16  Jan.,  1763 
3  Mch.,  1765 
2Jal.,  1769 
12Apl.,  1772 
7  Aug.,  1774 
6  Oct.,  1776 

il  (i  «C 

26  Feb.,  1769 

It  <1  (< 

20  Nov.,  1774 
18  Aug.,  1782 
2  Mch.,  1783 

6  Jan.,  1788 
80  Oct.,  1791 
18  Sep.,  » 
29  May,  1796 
18  Jun.,  1798 
24  Nov.,  1799 

9  “  1788 

7  Oct.,  1792 


(T.)  Mary  of  John  and  Charity. 

“  Joseph  “  Joseph  and  Mary. 

“  William  “  “  “  “ 

“  John  Carwick  of  John  Carwick  and  — . 
“  Poily  of  Henry  and  Poiiy. 

(Ep.)  Hannah  “  Nicholas. 

“  Nathan  “  Nathan. 

“  William  “  William. 

“  James  “  “ 

“  Margaret  “  “ 

“  Sarah  “  “ 

**  Poll  Mitcham  of  John. 

(F.)  Mary  Carwick  or  Curlett  of  John. 

“  Elizabeth  wife  of  John. 

(Ep.)  Polly  “  “ 

“  Bill  son  of  “  Mary. 

“  Betsy  “ - . 

“  infant  daughter. 

“  Betsey  “  John  and  wife. 

“  Harry  “  Henry. 

“  Catherine  18  years. 

“  Peggy  of  Henry  and  wife.  P, 

“  John  Howard  “  Thomas  and  wife. 
(F.)  Mary  “  John. 

“  William  Frost  “  “ 
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Brown, 


(Brown  7) 


26Jun.,  1780 

(S.)  John 

of  Nathan  and  Rebekah. 

4Apl.,  1773 

(N.) 

Thomas 

“  Thomas. 

(t  (1  (( 

<4 

Hannah 

44  44 

Feb.,  1781 

Abraham 

44  44 

20  Mch.,  1786 

Nathaniel 

44  44 

18  Jan.,  1789 

44 

Betsy 

Aug.,  1787 

4  Jan.,  1789 

44 

44 

Katy 

George 

44 

“  Bartholomew. 

6  Feb.,  1797 

44 

Mebitable 

44  44 

14Jul.,  1799 

44 

Sarah 

44  44 

4  Jan.,  1798 

44 

Margaret  Skerry  of  Thomas. 

it  It  tt 

44 

Abigail 

of  Thomas. 

tt  It  ct 

44 

Hannah 

“  Pelatiah. 

<t  tt  It 

44 

Sally 

44  44 

It  It  tt 

44 

Peggy 

44  44 

tt  tt  tt 

44 

Nancy 

44  44 

“  1786 

44 

Samuel 

“  Edward. 

May,  “ 

44 

Edward 

44  44 

<4  it 

44 

ch. 

44  44 

22  “  1791 

44 

John 

44  44 

7Jun.,  1796 

44 

Benjamin 

44  44 

22  Oct.,  1797 

44 

44 

44  44 

22  Feb.,  1800 

44 

Ephraim 

44  44 

24Jul.,  1796 

«4 

John 

“  John. 

1  Apl.,  1798 

44 

4« 

44  44 

26  Oct.,  1800 

44 

Joseph  Hopes  “  “ 

13  Nov.,  1786 

(E.) 

Sarah 

“  James  and  Sarah. 

8Jul.,  1787 

44 

Nancy 

44  44  44  44 

21Jun.,  1789 

44 

WUliam 

44  44  44  44 

26  Mch.,  1786 

Hannah 

“  John  and  Rachel. 

11  Jun.,  “ 

44 

John 

“  Nathan  and  Rebecca 

18  Feb.,  1787 

44 

Polly  wife 

“  Joseph. 

it  ii  a 

44 

John 

“  “  and  Polly. 

1  Mch.,  1789 

44 

Sarah 

“  “  “  Mary. 

19  “  1797 

44 

Joseph 

44  44  44  44 

tt  tt  tt 

44 

David 

44  44  44  44 

tt  It  tt 

William 

22  Jun.,  1788 

44 

Elizabeth 

“  Benj.  and  Elizabeth. 

14  Mch.,  1790 

44 

Benjamin 

44  44  44  44 

12  Jun.,  1791 

44 

Hannah  Gardner  of  Benj.  and  Eliz’h. 

14Jul.,  1793 

44 

Benjamin 

of  “  “  » 

3  Mch.,  » 

44 

James 

“  James  and  Sarah. 

24Jul.,  1796 

44 

Henry 

44  44  44  44 

11  Feb.,  1797 

44 

44 

44  44  44  44 
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Brown 

18  Aug., 

1799  (E.) 

Phoebe 

of  James  and  Phoebe. 

22  “ 

1800 

It 

Sarah 

“  Joseph  and  Mary. 

24  Jan., 

1802 

Sara 

C(  (4  ((  «« 

30  Sep., 

1804 

ti 

Jonathan 

44  <C  44  44 

22  Jan., 

1809 

it 

Mary 

44  44  44  44 

Browne, 

12  Jul., 

1795 

ti 

Elizabeth 

“  Benj.  and  Elizabeth. 

13  Aug., 

1797 

Mary 

44  44  44  44 

4  “ 

1799 

Mercy 

44  44  44  44 

28  Mch., 

1802 

it 

Tim.  Welman  “  “  “  “ 

19  Feb., 

1804 

Sara 

44  44  44  44 

11  Nov., 

1805 

ti 

Anna 

44  44  44  44 

1  Oct., 

1797 

Mary  wife 

“  Nathaniel. 

12  » 

1800 

Nancy 

“  “  and  Mary. 

(<  <( 

“ 

(i 

Nathaniel 

44  44  44  44 

1  “ 

1797 

“  adult  “  “  “  Anna. 

IC  t( 

<< 

Anna 

44  44  44  44 

i< 

(< 

Abigail 

44  44  44  44 

20  May, 

1750 

(T.)  John 

“  John  and  Elizabeth. 

10  Apl., 

1768  (Ep.)  William 

“  Nathan. 

23  Mch. 

1771 

C( 

Mary  Wintrop  of  William,  Esq. 

10  Oct., 

1773 

Catherine 

of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth. 

28  Mch.,  1784 

[F.)  Charlotte 

“  Nathan. 

10  “ 

1787 

(N.)  Charles 

“  Bartholomew. 

17  Oct., 

1790 

daughter 

44  44 

Nov. 

1792 

Ct 

ti 

44  44 

“ 

1794 

4« 

Bruce, 

8  “ 

1796 

(E.)  George 

of  George  and  Ester. 

((  (i 

“ 

ti 

Ester 

44  44  44  44 

<(  (i 

<< 

a 

William 

44  44  44  44 

t«  (C 

“ 

it 

Sarah 

44  44  44  44 

(t 

“ 

a 

Francis  Lathe  “  “  “  “ 

<<  It 

<> 

a 

John 

44  44  44  44 

(C  C( 

“ 

it 

Polly 

44  44  44  44 

Bryant, 

24  Apr. 

,  1796 

n 

Mary  of  Job  and  Mary. 

H  (C 

ii 

Sarah 

44  44  44  44 

<4  (( 

“ 

cc 

Samuel 

44  44  44  44 

May 

1789 

(N.)  Timothy  of  Timothy. 

9  Aug. 

,  1795 

tc 

Lydia 

44  44 

8  Jun. 

1800 

“ 

Polly 

44 

Buffton, 

17  “ 

1759  (Ep.)  Mary 

of  Thomas. 

Bufton, 

12  Jul. 

1761 

Thomas 

44  44 

16  May,  1763 

ii 

Henry 

44  44 

29  Sep. 

,  1765 

ti 

Unas 

“  “  (Eunice?) 

BulTton, 

26  Aug.,  1770 

Unas 

44  44 

L 
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Buffton,  26  Apr.,  1772  (Ep.)  William  of  Thomas. 

28  Aug.,  1776  “  Unas  “  “ 

25  “  1776  »  Abigail  “  “ 

BuflSngton,  3  Apr.,  1797  (S.)  Mary 

“  Jun.,  1799  “  Zadock 

1773  (Ep.)  Ann  of  Samuel. 

1745  (T.)  Preserved  of  John  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth. 


Bnffbm, 

Bullock, 


7  Feb., 
19  Jan., 

6  Mch., 
4  “ 

19  Apr., 
16  Feb., 
25  Apr., 

7  May, 
6  Oct., 

16  Sep., 
6  May, 
9  Aug., 
27  Apr., 


15  Mch., 
6  Nov., 
25  Aug., 
19  May, 
22  Nov., 
29  May, 
5  Apr., 
Feb., 
13  Sep., 
13  May, 
19  Feb., 
“  May, 
Bullocks,  27  Sep., 
18  Jul., 

1  Mch., 
Burchmore,  3  Jan., 
Burden,  4  May, 


Benjamin  “ 

Nathaniel  “ 

Isaac  “ 

Samuel  “ 

Sarah  “ 

Abigail  “ 

John  Woolmore  of  John  and  Barbara. 
Benjamin  of  Jno.  Jr.,  and  Barbary. 
Joseph  “  “  “  “ 

Nathaniel  of  John  Jr.,  and  Rebecca. 
Nathaniel  of  Nathaniel  and  Betsy. 
Betsey  “  “  “  “ 

John  “  “  “  Betty. 

James  “  “  “  “ 


1747 
1749 

1762 
1756 
1766 
1758 
1765 
1770 
1776 
1772 
1776 

(( 

1778 

1780 

1782  »  “  »  “  “  « 

“  Francis  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah. 

1783  »  »  »  »  “  EUzabeth. 

1763  (Ep.)  Samuel  “  John. 

1789  (N.)  Twins  of  Benjamin. 

1781  “  John  “  Isaac. 

1795  “  George  of  “ 

1798  “  Hannah  “  Benjamin. 

1792  “  “  “ - 

1793  (E.)  Eunice  “  Samuel  and  Eunice. 

1778  (N.)  Samuel  Stlleman  of  Isaac. 

1784  (S.)  Benjamin  of  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth. 

1787  “  William  “  »  »  » 

1788  (F.)  Hannah,  adult. 

1796  (Ep.)  Sarah  of  William  and  wife. 


Burdit, 

Burditt, 

Burgas, 

Burges, 

Burke, 


«{  (4  ii 

ii  i«  i4 


7 

Sep., 

1788 

23 

Apr., 

1797 

14 

Jun., 

1795 

28 

Sep., 

1786 

5 

Aug., 

1770 

“  William  “  “  »  “ 

“  Thomas  “  “  “  “ 

“  2  grandchildren  of  Abigail  Williams. 

son  and  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. - 

“  Sarah  of  widow. 

“  John  “  - and  wife,  of  Boston. 

“  Jonathan  of - 2  years. 

“  William  »  William. 
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Burke, 

Burn, 

Burnam, 

Burnett, 

Burns, 

Burrel 

Burrell, 

Burrlll, 


Burroug 

Butler, 

Burwell 

Buxton, 

Byers, 

Byrne, 


2  Feb., 
17  Jun., 

23  Nov,, 

24  Oct., 
31  “ 

19  “ 

30  Sep., 


16  Feb., 
6  “ 

5  May, 
1  Jun., 

18  Dec., 

19  May, 
30  Apr., 

3  Oct., 
26  “ 
i(  <> 

25  Jan., 

26  Feb., 
10  Mch., 

1  “ 

25  Oct., 


10  Mcb., 
18  Aug., 

«i  (t 

;h8,  (3  Nov., 
Jul., 

ii 

1  May, 
10  Oct., 
12  Feb., 

,  26  Jul., 

15  Jan., 
26  “ 

2  Oct., 
4  Dec., 

30  May, 
18  Oct., 
26  Mch., 


1772  (Ep.)  Mercy  of  William. 

1776  “  Polly  “  “ 

1788  “  Sally  “  Edward  and  Sally. 

1776  (T.)  Sarah  wife  of  Elijah. 

“  “  James  “  “  and  Sarah. 

1740  (Ep.)  Henry  of  Rob’t  and  Ann  of  Middleton. 

1797  “  Sally,  twin  of  Tarrent  and  wife. 

“  “  Nancy  “  “  “  “ 

See  Bnrwell  Qu.  Bnrrill. 
1746  (Ep.)  Hannah  of  James  and  Margaret. 
1748-9  “  Jacob  of  James. 

1761  “  Knight  »  “ 

1788  (F.)  Anna  Alden  and  Elizabeth. 

1796  “  Anne  “  Ebenezer  and - 

1799  “  Samuel  “  “ 

1797  “  George  “  Ezra  and  Elizabeth. 

1790  (E.)  Lydia  Hammatt  of  Alden  and  Elizh. 

1794  “  John  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary. 

“  “  Sarah"  “  “  “ 

1796  "  Mansfield  of  Mansfield  and  Sarah. 

1797  “  Mary  Bickford  “  “  “  " 

1799  “  George  (6  wk’s)  of  “  "  " 

1801  "  Sarah  “  “ 

1795  "  Eunice  wife  of  William. 

"  “  Martha  of  William  and  Eunice. 

“  ‘‘  Eunice  ‘‘  “ 

“  ‘‘  WiUiam  “  “ 

1799  "  Martha  “  " 

1806  "  John  "  " 

"  Eliza  “  “ 

1766?)  (Ep.)  Michael  of - 

1786  (N.)  John  of - 

“  "  Charles  of - 

1790  (E.)  Polly  of  John  and  Mary 
1778  (Ep.)  Hannah  John. 

1776  “  James  ‘‘  " 

1741  "  "  James  and  Margaret. 

1743-4  “  John  “  “  "  " 

1793  (E.)  Phebe,  adult. 

1768  (F.)  Abigail 

"  “  Mary 

1773  (N.)  Robert  of - 

1747  (Ep.)  Clifford  of  John. 

,  1749  "  Mary  "  " 
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Byrne,  9  Jul.,  1769  (Ep.)  Margaret  of  Clifford. 

27  Sep.,  1772  “  Cuff’d  Crowninshield  “  “ 

25  “  1796  (E.)  Margaret  of  Clifford  and  Mehitable. 

1  “  1799  “  Mehitable  “  “  “  “ 

Caban,  Nov.,  1782  (N.)  son  and  daughter  of  Morris. 

Aug.,  1787  “  Moses  of  Moses. 

21  Jun.,  1801  (E.)  Samuel  of  Samuel  and  Susanna. 

Cabot,  30  A  pi.,  1769  (F.)  Rebecca  of  Cap.  Joseph. 

Feb.,  1778  “  Mary  of  Mrs.  Deborah. 

12  Nov.,  1780  “  Francis  of  Francis. 

18  Aug.,  1782  “  John  Higginson  “  “ 

9  May,  1784  “  Mary  Ann  “  “ 

Cabbot,  21  Jul.,  1799  (Ep.)  Joseph  of  Joseph  and  Hester. 

“  “  “  “  Wm.  Paine  “  “  “  “  P. 

Cains,  Nov.,  1789  (N.)  ch.  of  John. 

Caldwell,  13  Dec.,  1772  (T.)  John  of  John  and  Dolly. 

19  Sept.,  1779  “  Jacob  of  Jacob  and  Mary. 

“  “  “  “  James  Chapman  “  “  “  “ 

28  Jan.,  1781  “  Hannah  of  Jacob  and - 

3  Oct.,  1779  “  Betsey  of  Stephen  and  Mary. 

13  Aug.,  1781  “  Polly  “  “  “  » 

14  Sep.,  1783  “  -  “  »  »  - 

Dec.,  1787  “  -  “  “  “  - 

25  Feb.,  1799  (Ep.)  Jacob  of  Jacob  and  Sally.  P. 

9  Sep.,  1800  (E.)  Ester  of  Daniel  and  Abigail. 


Caley, 

8  “ 

1799 

“  Judith  of  James  and  Judith. 

23  Aug., 

1801 

“  Elizabeth  “  “  “  “ 

Callam, 

30  Oct., 

1757  (T.)  Elizabeth  of  David  and  Mary. 

(( 

“ 

“  Mary  “  “  “  “ 

C(  C( 

“  John  “  “  “  “ 

Callengs, 

20  May, 

1770 

“  Mary  of  John  and  Hannah. 

<4  it 

<c 

“  John  “  “  “  “ 

Callum, 

8  Feb., 

1761 

“  Sarah  of  David  and  Mary. 

18  “ 

1759 

“  David  “  “  “  “ 

29  May, 

1791  (N.)  John  Martin  of  John  Carter. 

ii  <i 

“ 

“  Susannah  “  “  “ 

Aug., 

1793 

“  of  John. 

6  Jun., 

1796 

“  Susannah  of - 

Canes, 

ii 

1787 

“  John  of  John. 

H 

ti 

“  Sally  "  “ 

Canoso, 

26  » 

1786  (Ep.)  Susannah  (2  yrs.)  of  Martin  and  Lydia. 

18  Feb., 

1787 

“  Lydia  “  “  “  “ 

Carleton, 

20  Jun., 

1791  (N.)  Eunice  ofB. 

Carlton, 

Nov., 

1792 

“  Samuel  of  Benjamin. 
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Carlton, 


Carnes, 


3  Feb., 

•  (  t( 

Carpenter,  24  May, 

19  Oct., 
16  Jun., 
22  May, 
22  Jan., 

6  Apl., 
28  Jan., 

7  Dec., 
16  Jul., 

20  “ 

16  May, 
19  Nov., 
24  Sep., 
26  Feb., 

7  Nov., 


Oct.,  1787  (N.)  Elizabeth  of  Benjamin. 


21  Feb.,  1796  “ 

Samuel 

19  Dec.,  1798  “ 

Eliza 

C4  1C 

23  Jun.,  1799  (E.)  Eliz.  White  of  Wm.  and  Elizabeth. 

Hannah  twin.  “  “  “  “ 

24  May,  1801  “ 

Mary  “ 

a  it  it  it 

6  Jul.,  1755  (T.)  Hannah 

of  John  and  Hannah. 

1  Feb.,  1756  “ 

John 

<C  CC  it  C( 

29  May,  1757  ‘‘ 

Jonathan 

iC  CC  CC  CC 

8  Apl.,  1759  » 

Sarah 

CC  CC  CC  CC 

4  Oct.,  1761  » 

Samuel 

CC  CC  CC  CC 

Carroll, 


Carwick, 


1788  (S.)  Nabby. 

“  “  Elizabeth  Derby  of  John  and  Lydia. 

1778  (Ep.)  Mary  Fairweather  of  Benjamin. 
1783  “  Harriot  of  Benjamin  and  Hester. 
1793  “  George  Edward  Augustus  of  Benj. 

1768  (T.)  Ester  of  Edward  and  Ester. 

1769  “  Hannah  “  *•  “  “ 

1772  “  Abigail  “  “  “  » 

1781  “  Sarah  of  Edward  and - 

1783  (E.)  Mary,  adult,  clinic. 

1786  “  Betsy  of  James  and  Hannah. 

1792  “  Priscilla  “  “  “  “ 

1796  “  Mary  “  “  “  “ 

1797  “  Nancy  “  “  “  » 

“  (Ep.)  William  and  Hannah  of - 

1798  “  Nancy  of  William  and  Hannah. 

1766  (T.)  John  of  John  and  Sarah. 


19  » 

1768 

“  Henry  “ 

CC 

7  Dec., 

1760 

“  Susannah  “ 

CC 

28  Apl., 

1765 

“  Sarah  “ 

CC 

22  Feb., 

1767 

“  Sarah  “ 

CC 

22  Jan., 

1769 

“  Nathaniel  “ 

CC 

Dec., 

1781 

t<  -  « 

CC 

30  Jul., 

1799 

(N.)  Mehitable  of  Henry 

CC  CC 

CC 

“  Mary  “ 

“ 

CC  CC 

“  Sally  •* 

“ 

CC  CC 

CC 

“  Henry  “ 

<( 

CC  CC 

CC 

“  Nathaniel  “ 

“ 

27 

Cavendish,  29  Mch., 
Cazneau,  31  Dec., 
25  Nov., 
Chadwick,  23  Mch., 


1800  (N.)  John  of  Henry. 

1779  (Ep.)  Mary  of  Gordler. 

1775  (N.)  Wm.  Leslie  of  William. 

1776  (Ep.)  Adam  of  Samuel. 

1788  (N.)  Samuel  of  Gilbert. 
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Chadwick,  20  Sep.,  1790  (N.) 

Feb.,  1794  “ 

13  Jan.,  1799  “ 

11  May,  1800  “ 

Chamberlain,  2  Jan.,  1774  (T.) 

17  Dec.,  1776  “ 

8  Mch.,  1778  “ 

16  Apr.,  1780  “ 

26  Mch.,  1776  “ 


lOJun.,  1776  “ 

tc  ti  ((  ii 

16  Oct.,  1780  “ 

80  Jan.,  1786  (Ep.  i 
Chandler,  28  Dec.,  1788  (F.) 

26Jul.,  1796  “ 

16  Mch.,  1789  (N.) 
Sep.,  1796  » 

17  Dec.,  1786  (E.) 
Chapman,  2  Aug.,  1767  (F.) 

20  “  1769  “ 

6  Oct.,  1771  » 

23  Apr.,  1768  (T.) 
6  Nov.,  1774  » 

6  “  1776  “ 


John  of  Gilbert. 

Eliza  “  “ 

Gilbert  “  “ 

Anna  “  “ 

Nathaniel  of  Nathaniel  and  Ann. 

Amie  of  Nathaniel  and  Amie. 
Timothy  “  “  “  “ 

Benj.  Porter  of  Nathl.  and(Anice?). 
Sarah  of  John  and  Sarah. 

John  “ 

William  Pickman  “ 

Polly 

Samuel  “ 


Susanna  of  Benj.  and  Susanna. 
Joseph  Abbot  of  Joseph. 

John  “  “ 

Joseph  Dodge  of  W. 

Three  children  of  William. 
John  of  John  and  Margaret. 
Esther  Grafton  of  John. 

Mary  of  Capt.  John. 

Henry  “  “  “ 

widow  Mary. 

James  of  James  and  Mary. 


Chever, 

Chevers, 

Cheevers, 

Cheever, 


27  Sep.,  1772  (N.) 

(<  <<  <(  it 

it  {(  t(  <( 

It  <(  C(  It 

16  Aug.,  1773  “ 

4  Feb.,  1776  “ 
18  Mch.,  “  “ 

12  Apr.,  1778  “ 
Nov.,  1780  “ 
Aug.,  1783  “ 

7  Sep.,  1779  “ 
30  Jan.,  1774  “ 
26  ‘‘  1746  (T.) 

lJul.,  1750  “ 

2  Feb.,  1752  “ 

6  Jul.,  1767  (F.) 


Lydia  of  George. 

Hannah  “  “ 

Sarah  “  “ 

Mary  “  “ 

Martha  of  George. 

Anna  “  “ 

Bachel  “  “ 

George  “  “ 

Lydia  “  “ 

Polly  “  “ 

Benjamin  of  Benjamin. 

Isaac  Needham  of  — - . 

Benjamin  of  Peter  and  Sarah. 

Lydia  “  “  “  “ 

Henry  “  “  “  “ 

Joseph  of  Daniel. 
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Cheever, 

Chever, 


Cheever, 

Chever, 


Chipman. 


Chizzle, 

Chtzzel, 

Chubb, 


30  Dec.,  1787  (F.) 
20  Sep.,  1789  “ 
lOJun.,  1792  » 

18  “  1758  (T.) 

9  Dec.,  1759  “ 

3  Jan.,  1762  “ 

4  Oct.,  1761  “ 

25  Dec.,  1763  “ 

30  “  1764  “ 

11  Aug.,  1771  “ 
18Mch.,  1764  “ 

8  Sep.,  1765  “ 
4Jun.,  1769  “ 

22  Dec.,  1771  “ 

9  Aug.,  1767  “ 
4Jun.,  1769  “ 

26  Aug.,  1777  “ 

6  Sep.,  1778  (S.) 

26  Aug.,  1781  “ 

25  “  1771  (T.) 

11  Apr.,  1773  “ 

“  Feb.,  1787  (E.) 
“  «•  1789  » 

24  Apr.,  1791  “ 

5  May,  1793  » 

29  Nov.,  1796  “ 
23Jul.,  1797  “ 

25  Sep.,  1791  “ 


9  “  1792  “ 

6  Nov.,  1780  (F.) 
lOJul.,  1786  “ 
3Jun.,  1787  “ 
21  “  1789  “ 

14  Nov.,  1790  “ 

29  Apr.,  1792  “ 

30  Aug.,  1796  “ 

6  Nov.,  1797  “ 


Samuel  of  Samuel  and  Anna. 

Sarah  “  “  “  “ 

Anne  of  Samuel  and  Anne. 

Margaret  of  Peter,  Jr.  and  Margaret. 
Anna  “  “  “  “  “ 

Margaret  “  “  “  “  •* 

Martha  of  Daniel  and  Martha. 

Daniel  of  Daniel  and  Sarah. 
Joseph  “  “  “  “ 

Ebenezer  “  “  “  “ 

Peter  Osgood  of  Peter  and  Martha. 
Samuel  “  “  “  “ 

Martha  of  Peter,  Jr.  and  Martha. 
James  “  “  “  “  “ 

Samuel  of  Samuel  and  Sarah. 

John  of  Daniel  and  Sarah. 
Nathaniel  “  “  “  “ 

Joseph  “  “  “  “ 

Nathaniel  “  “  “  “ 

Joseph  “  “  “  “ 

Elizabeth  of  Nathaniel  and  - 

Nathaniel  “  “  “  - 

Betsy  of  James  and  Sarah. 

Mary 
James 
David 
Joseph 
William 
Mary 
Priscilla 
Sarah 

Eliza  “  “  “ 

Ward  of  Thomas. 

Thomas  of  Thomas  and  Eliza. 


of  Benj.  and  Mary. 


“twins, 


of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth. 


Andrew 
Samuel 
Elizabeth 
Anstiss 
Elizabeth 
Margaret 
17  Dec.,  1782  (Ep.)  Deborah.  P. 

“  “  “  “  Sarah 

8  Jun.,  1797  “  Emmanuel  Joseph  of  Deborah. 
28  Nov.,  1779  “  Matthew  of  Matthew. 

16* 
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Churchill,  13  Sep., 
Clark,  22  Apr., 

((  it 

18  Nov., 

15  Oct., 
Clarke,  22  Feb., 
((  (< 

6  May, 
17  Mch., 
25  Jan., 
24  Jun., 
29  Mch., 
17  Jul., 

7  “ 

13  Sep., 
“  May, 

6  Jul., 

Clearage,  4  Jan., 


8  Jun., 
Cleaveland,  9  Sep., 

14  Oct., 
Clements,  3  Feb., 
Clemmonds,  Oct., 

(C 

Jan., 

15  Feb., 
18  Jun., 
14  Jul., 

Sep., 


Clemons,  12  Nov., 

Cleveland,  3  Apr., 
7  Mch., 


1754  (Ep.)  Deborah  of  Joseph. 

Clark,  Clarke. 

1739  “  John  of  John  and  Ann. 

“  “  Mary  “  “  “  “ 

“  “  Deborah  Franklin  Fairfax  of  Jno.  and 

Ann. 

1742  “  Samuel  of  John  and  Anne. 

1746  “  Samuel  3  “  “  “  “ 

“  “  William  “  “  “  “ 

1751  “  Hannah  of  Captain  John. 

1754  “  Francis  “  John. 

1756  »  “  »  “ 

1759  “  Deborah  Fairfax  of  John. 

1789  “  Henry  Anderson  of  Henry  and  wife. 

1791  “  William  Winthrop  “  “  “  “ 

1793  “  Betsy  Putnam  of  “  “  “  “ 

1795  “  Anna  Furno  of  Captain  Henry  and  wife. 

1781  (T.)  John  of  John  and  Zillah. 

1783  “  Betsy  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth. 

1789  (E.)  James,  30. 

“  “  Mary  “ 

“  “  “  of  James  and  Mary. 

“  “  Anna“  “  “  “ 

1791  “  Nabby  of  James  and  Mary. 

1802  “  Elizabeth"  “  ‘‘  " 

“  "  Stephen  “  "  “  “ 

‘‘  “  Cynthia  "  “  "  “ 

1794  "  James  “  “  “  " 

1798  (N.)  William  of - 

“  ‘‘  John  Treadwell  of  Charles. 

1771  (F.)  John  of  Samuel. 

1788  (N.)  Samuel  “ 

“  “  Benjamin  “  " 

1791  “  daughter  “  ‘‘ 

1795  ‘‘  John  Millett  "  ‘‘ 

1797  "  Hannah  "  “ 

1799  “  Mary  “  “ 

1796  “  John  of  John. 

"  "  William  “  “ 

“  ‘‘  Patty  “  “ 

1798  (Ep.)  John  of  Henry  and  Hannah.  P. 

“  "  Henry  "  "  "  “  " 

1774  (F.)  Kichard  Jeffries  of  Captain. 

1779  “  Susannah  of  Stephen. 


m 
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Clifton,  6  Aug.,  1770  (T.)  John  of  John  and  Elizabeth. 

Clough,  23  Feb.,  1772  “  Joseph  of  Joseph  and  Buth. 

12  Sep.,  1773  “  Benjamin  “  “  “  “ 

22  Jan.,  1775  “  John  “  “  “  “ 

18  Feb.,  1776  “  Eunice 

8  Sep.,  “  (S.)  Caleb  of  Joseph  and  Ruth. 

23  Nov.,  1777  “  Ruth  “  “  “ 

16  Jan.,  1780  “  Sukey  “  “  “  “ 

“  Nov.,  1783  “  Jacob  “  “  “  “ 

31  May,  1798  (F.)  Sarah  wife  of - 

“  “  “  “  Daniei  of  Sarah  and - 

6  Jul.,  1778  “  Peter  of  Mr. - 

2  Dec.,  1781  “  Mary  “  Peter. 

27  Nov.,  1785  “  “  “  “ 

7  “  1790  “  sons  “  “ 

20  Mch.,  1774  (Ep.)  Mary  Steward  of  Gibson. 

(Clough?)  18  “  1787  “  Clough’s  grandchild. 

3  May,  1795  “  Love  Rawlins,  granddr.  of  Gibson. 

Cloutman,  6  Jul.,  1746  (T.)  Susannah  of  John  and  Sarah. 


10  “  1748 

(( 

Abigail 

“ 

44  44  44 

29  “  1750 

iC 

Elizabeth 

“ 

44  44  44 

17  Sep.,  1752 

(( 

Remember 

“ 

44  44  44 

22  Jul.,  1770 

C( 

Mary 

of  Henry  and  Sarah. 

((  It 

4t 

Henry 

44  44  44 

44 

»  Dec.,  1771 

(< 

John 

44  44  44 

44 

24  Oct.,  1773 

C( 

Sarah 

44  44  44 

44 

lOJun.,  1776 

44 

Remember 

44  44  44 

44 

25  Oct.,  1778 

44 

Betsey 

44  44  44 

44 

4  Mch.,  1781 

44 

Nathaniel  Lang 

44  44  44 

44 

10  Jan.,  1773 

44 

Abigail  of  John  and  Eunice. 

16  Oct.,  1785 

(E.)  Robert  Frye  of 

Benjamin  and  Eliz. 

10  Aug.,  1794 

44 

Sarah 

44 

44  44 

“ 

Ct  << 

44 

Jonathan 

44 

44  44 

44 

c(  (<  (( 

44 

Priscilia 

44 

44  44 

44 

25  Jul.,  1802 

44 

Joseph 

44 

44  44 

44 

“  Jan.,  1786 

44 

Stephen 

of  Stephen  and  Hannah. 

“  “  “ 

44 

Jonathan 

44 

44  44 

44 

t(  ti  u 

44 

Hannah 

44 

44  44 

44 

25  Nov.,  1787 

44 

Samuei 

44 

44  44 

44 

13  Sep.,  1789 

44 

Joseph 

44 

44  4. 

44 

“  Nov.,  1791 

44 

Sally 

44 

44  44 

44 

19  Jan.,  1794 

George 

44 

44  44 

44 

18  Oct.,  1795 

44 

Mary 

44 

44  44 

i4 

19  Mch.,  1797 

Priscilla 

44 

44  44 

44 
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Cloutman,  24  Nov.,  1799  (E.)  Benjamin  of  Stephen  and  Hannah. 

Codd,  18  Jul.,  1744  (Ep.)  Henry  of  Wm  and  Abig’l  of  Middleton. 

13  May,  1760  “  William  of  William. 

“  »  “  »  Sarah  “  “ 

26  “  1751  “  Peter  “  “ 


2  Aug.,  1752  “ 

Abigail  of  William  and  Abigail. 

Cody, 

11  Feb., 

1788  » 

Mary  of  James  and  wife. 

Coffln, 

29  Nov.,  1741  “ 

Elizabeth  of  Henry  and  Eunice. 
(Cohu?)  (Kehew?) 

Cohn? 

9  Jun., 

1771  “ 

Susannah  of  Paul. 

23  Dec., 

1762  “ 

Elizabeth  “  “ 

Collins, 

13  Jul., 

1760  “ 

Sarah  of  James. 

17  Jan., 

1762  “ 

Daniel  “  “ 

13  “ 

1766  “ 

Mary  “  “ 

6Apl.,  1766  “  William  “  “ 

13  Jul.,  1783  “  Two  children. 

16  Oct.,  1786  “  Charles  of -  P. 

8  Apr.,  1787  “  dau.  of  John. 

7  Jan.,  1792  “  James  of  John. 

20  Oct.,  1771  (T.)  Hannah  of  John  and  Hannah. 

4  Jul.,  1773  “  Ann  Bacon  “  “  “  “ 

30  Jan.,  1780  “  Joseph  “  “  “  “ 

9  Feb.,  1782  “  John  of  John  and - 

29  May,  1785  (E.)  Robert  of  John  and  Mary. 


11  Nov.,  1787 

(4 

Henry  “ 

» 

4  44 

31  Jan.,  1790 

4< 

Charles  “ 

44 

4  44 

1  Jul.,  1792 

<( 

Caroline  “ 

44 

4  44 

25  Jun.,  1786 

it 

James  “ 

44 

‘  Hannah. 

“  “  “ 

<4 

Seeth  “ 

44 

.  « 

29  Mch.,  1789 

44 

William  “ 

« 

4  44 

5  Aug.,  1792 

44 

Martha  “ 

44 

4  44 

28  Dec.,  1794 

44 

William  “ 

44 

4  44 

12  Nov.,  1797 

44 

James  of  John  and  Lucia. 

10  “  1799 

44 

Ruth  “ 

4  44 

“ 

22  Jan.,  1786 

44 

Sally  Coffln  of  James  and  Hannah. 

7  Oct.,  1792 

44 

Hannah 

44  44 

44  44 

21  Sep.,  1794 

44 

Sarah  of  John  and  Ruth. 

Colloney,  17  Jun.,  1775  (Ep.)  Nancy  of  John. 

Conley,  27  Jan.,  1791  (E.)  John  of  John  and  Abigail  (Nesboth). 

Convers,  12  Mch.,  1778  (N.)  Elizabeth  of  Joshua. 

Cook,  11  Jan.,  1746  (T.)  Hannah  of  James  and  Rachel. 

“  Mch.,  1748  “  Joseph  “  “  “  “ 

21  Apl.,  1754  “  Margaret  “  “  “  “ 

1  Sep.,  1767  “  Benjamin  “  “  “  “ 
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17  Apr., 

1748  (T.) 

12  “ 

1747  “ 

8  “ 

1753  “ 

24  Aug., 

1755  “ 

22  Oct., 

1769  “ 

12  Nov., 

(4  it 

21  Apr., 

1771  “ 

12  Sep., 

1773  “ 

6  Apr., 

1778  “ 

1  Sep., 

1776  “ 

8  Nov., 

“  “ 

(i  i( 

II  II 

30  Jun., 

I.  I. 

9  Aug., 

1778  “ 

27  Apr., 

1776  “ 

17  Jan., 

1779  “ 

23  Aug., 

1782  “ 

28  Jan., 

1781  “ 

9  Jun., 

1776  (S.) 

25  Apr., 

1779  “ 

8  Sep., 

1782  “ 

29  May, 

1786  “ 

28  Jul., 

1782  “ 

11  Apr., 

1784  “ 

26  Feb., 

1786  “ 

5  Aug., 

1787  “ 

9  “ 

1789  “ 

23  Sep., 

1792  “ 

21  Apr., 

1796  “ 

29  Dec., 

1776  (N.; 

“  Mch., 

1778  “ 

“ 

1780  “ 

Apr., 

1782  “ 

Feb., 

1784  ” 

Nov., 

1785  “ 

Dec., 

1779  “ 

16  Apr., 

1781  “ 

Feb., 

1784  “ 

1748  (T.)  Hannah  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth. 

Robert  of  Robert  and  Margaret. 
Susannah  “  “  “  “ 

Elizabeth  “  “  “  “ 

George  of  Benjamin,  Jr.,  and  Sarah. 
Hannah  of  Ebenezer  and  Hannah. 

Lucy  “  “  “  “ 

Elizabeth  »  “  “  “ 

Richard  “  “  “  “ 

George  of  George  and  Hannah. 


Hannah  “  “  “  “ 

Benjamin  of  Benjamin  and  Anna. 

Anne  “  “  “  Anne. 

James  of  Joseph  and  Lydia. 

Joseph  “  “  “  “ 

Lydia  “  “  “  “ 

Ebenezer  “  “  “  “ 

Sukey  of  Francis  and  Sukey. 

Lucy  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth. 


Samuel 

Stephen 

James 

William 

Nathan 

Daniel 

Jonathan 

Francis 

Timothy 

Elizabeth 

George 

John 

Benjamin 

Elizabeth 


of  Francis  and  Susanna. 


of  George  and  Elizabeth. 


of  Robert,  Jr. 


Robert 
Benjamin 
Benjamin 
daughter 
John  Morong 
Polly  of  Stephen. 
Stephen  “  “ 

James  “  “ 

daughter  “  “ 
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Cookburn,  5  Jan., 
Cornish,  29  Dec., 
Coster,  12  Juu., 
Cottman,  21  Dec., 
Cotton,  12  Feb., 
18  Jan., 
24  May, 
10  Oct., 
Cowan,  18  May, 


14  Aug., 
2  May, 


1786  (N.) 
1788  “ 
1792  “ 
1786  “ 
1783  (Ep.) 


Betsey 

Benjamin 


of  Stephen. 


19  Apr., 
2  “ 

6  Jun., 


16  Dec., 
22  Mch., 
28  Nov., 
31  Mch., 
1  Dec., 
9  Sep., 


1789  (Ep.) 
1782  (T.) 
1791  (Ep.) 
1760  “ 

1786  (E.) 

1788  “ 

1789  “ 

1790  “ 
1800  (S.) 


1803  “ 

1768  (Ep.) 


1747  (T.) 
1749  “ 

1756  “ 


1770  “ 

1772  » 

1773  “ 

1778  “ 

1776  “ 

1770  (Ep.) 


- of  I. 

John  of  John  and  Hannah. 

Mary  “  “  “  “ 

Elizabeth  Fain  of  William  and  wife. 
Sarah  “  “  “  “ 

son  of - . 

Caleb,  set.  25. 

Caleb,  4  mos.,  of  Caleb  and  Hannah. 
Polly,  11  yrs.  6  mos.,  sister  of  Caleb. 
Hannah,  4  yrs.,  niece  of  Caleb. 
Elizabeth,  26,  of  Joseph  and  Eliz’h.  P. 
Sarah  20,  “  “  “  “ 

Eunice  17,  “  “  “  “ 

John  of  (Morss?)  and  Eunice. 
Thomas  of  Isaiah  “  Mary. 

William  and  John  of  wid.  C.  mulatto. 
Hannah  Barberry  of  George. 

William  of  Elias  and  Elizabeth. 

Betsey  “  “  “  Betsy. 

William  of  W'illiam  and  Elizabeth. 
William  “  James  and  Alice. 

James  “  Robert  and  Elizabeth. 

John  “  “  “  “ 

Eleanor  “  “  “  “ 

Mary  “  “  “  “ 

William  “  “  “  “ 

Charles  of  Charles. 

Lydia  ••  “ 

Mary  “  “ 

Ebenezer  Stevens  of  W^m.  and  Mary. 
Ebenezer  “  “  “  “ 

Benjamin  of  Beiij.  and  Catherine. 
Hannah  “  “  “  “ 

Margarett  “  “  “  “ 

Edward  of  Edward  and  Hannah. 

Benj.  of  Benjamin,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth. 
Benj.  “  “  3rd  “  “ 

Lydia  “  “  “  “ 

Betsey  of  “  “  “ 

John,  — adult. 

Thomas  Hall  of  John. 
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Cox, 


Cranch, 

Crandall, 

Cranston, 

Crain, 

Crane, 


Crelly, 


Crilly, 

Crelly, 

Cremer, 

Crockran, 

Cromwell, 

Crosby, 


Cross, 


Crowel, 

Croel, 


Crowill, 

Croel, 


29  Nov., 
3  Jan., 

11  Nov., 
6  Sep,, 

25  Jun., 
20  Sep., 

1  Feb., 

14  Jul., 

25  Dec., 

26  May, 

16  Mch., 
25  Jul., 
22  Aug., 

(i 

12  Jul., 

17  Jun., 
22  Mch., 

15  Jul., 
14  Jun., 
25  May, 

19  Jun., 

20  Oct., 

27  “ 

6  Feb., 
10  Sep., 

8  Oct., 

17  Dec., 
14  » 

9  Jan., 

30  Jun., 


29  Jul., 

23  Dec., 
3  “ 

9  Nov., 
25  Dec., 
8  Apr., 

24  Aug. 
16  May, 
21  Oct., 


1772  (Ep.)  Mary  of  John. 

1773  (F.)  Mary,  adult. 

1787  (S.)  Betsy  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth. 

1778  “  Benjamin  “  “  “  “ 

1797  (E.)  Mary  wife  of  Edward. 

1767  (F.)  Lucy  of  Mr.  Richard. 

1795  (E.)  John  of  John  and  Nancy. 

1799  “  Betsy  “  “  “  “ 

1791  “  Nancy  “  “  “  “ 

1782  (Ep.)  Philip  “  “ 

1783  “  James  of  John  and  Hannah. 

1790  (F.)  Lemuel  of  Ralph. 

“  (Ep.)  Elizabeth  of  John  and  wife. 

“  “  William  “  “  “  “ 

1789  (E.)  Sally,  wife  of  James. 

“  “  James  of  James  and  Sarah. 

1792  “  Nancy  “  “  “  “ 

1795  “  Sarah  “  “  “  “ 

1798  “  Mary  “  “  “  “ 

1801  “  Margaret"  “  “  “ 

1782  (Ep.)  Charlotte  of  Dr.  C. - 

1774  (T.)  Sarah 

1799  (Ep.)  Semia  of  James  neg.  P. 

1782  (T.)  Betsey  of  Nicholas  and  Peggy. 

1785  (N.)  Stephen  Sewall  of  Nicholas. 

1792  (Ep.)  John  of - and  wife. 

1758  (T.)  Elizabeth  of  Joseph  and  Sarah. 

1775  ‘‘  Moses  of  Joshua  and  Lydia. 

1777  “  Joshua  “  “  “  " 

1780  “  Lydia  “  “  “  “ 

1800  (F.)  Joseph  of  Joseph  and  Rebecca. 

“  “  Henry  “  “  “  " 

“  “  Mary  “  “  “  “ 

“  “  Charles  “  “  “  “ 

“  “  William  “  “  “  " 

1739  (Ep.)  Apprentice  to  Ephraim  Ingols. 


1750 

1752 

1755 

1757 

1759 

1760 
1762 
1764 


Sarah 
Lydia 
William 
Hannah 
Unas 
Benjamin 
Christopher 
Mary 


of  William. 
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Croel,  15  Feb.,  1767  (Ep.)  James  of  William. 

19  “  1764  “  William  Carter  of  Samuel. 

Crowell,  6  Aug.,  1783  “  Lydia  of  widow  C - 

11  Jun.,  1786  “  Hippa,  infant. 

1  Dec.,  1754  (T.)  Elizabeth  of  Sarah. 

“  “  “  Sarah  “  “ 

“  “  “  Hannah  “  “ 

1781  “ - of  Samuel  and  Lydia. 

1783  (N.)  son  of - 

1786  “  Lucy  of  Aaron. 

Crowninshield,  28  Jun.,  1789  (E.)  Maria,  set.,  of  Benjamin  and  Mary. 

28  Jun.,  1789  (E.)  Hannah  “  “  “  “ 

16  Nov.,  1794  “  Elizabeth  “  “  “  “ 

lOMch.,  1799  “  Jacob  “  “  “  “ 

4  May,  1800  (F.)  Sarah  Gardner  of  Jacob  and  Sarah. 

1781  (T.)  Mary,  widow. 

1782  “  Benjamin. 

“  “  “  of  Benjamin  and  Sally. 

1774  (Ep.)  Anne 
1789  (N.)  William 
“  “  child 

1746  (T.)  William 
1748  “ 

1756  “  Martha 

1763  (Ep.)  Elizabeth  “ 

1769  “  Samuel 

1772  “  Mary 

1795  (N.)  Mehitable 
1797  “  James  ‘ 

1781  (N.)  Nathaniel  Gardner  of  N. 

4  Apr.,  1791  “  Eliza  Gardner  of  John. 

10  Mch.,  1793  »  J.  P.  “  “ 

See  Deland. 


Dec., 
Jan., 
29  Jun., 


Cummings,  13  Au^ 
19  May, 

6  Feb., 
May, 


Cummins, 

17  Dec., 

16  Oct., 

1  Aug. 

Curtis, 

14  “ 

15  Mch. 

23  Aug. 

Cushing, 

16  Mch. 

5  Feb., 

Dabney, 

Jui., 

Alexander. 

William. 

George  and  Sarah. 

widow  Martha. 
Ebenezer. 


James. 


Daland,  30  Mch.,  1756  (T.)  Joseph 
“  “  “  “  Hannah 

16  Oct.,  1759  “  Eunice 
7  Jun.,  1761  “  Hannah 
26  Aug.,  1764  “  Bethiah 
23  Sep.,  1776  (S.)  Elizabeth 
31  Jan.,  1768  (F.)  John  of  Benjamin. 
4  Sep.,  1768  “  George,  Jr.,  adult. 

Dale,  6  Mch.,  1785  (N.)  Holten  of  Samuel. 


of  Benjamin  and  Hannah. 


[  To  be  continued.'] 


ADDRESS  BEFORE  THE  ESSEX  BAR  ASSOCIATION. 


BY  WM.  D.  XORTHESD. 


[Continued  from  page  176,  Vol.  XXII.] 


The  County  or  Inferior  Quarter  Courts  had  jurisdietion 
in  all  cases  and  matters  not  reserved  to  the  Court  of  Assist¬ 
ants,  or  conferred  uiion  single  magistrates  and  commis¬ 
sioners  of  small  causes,  including  matters  of  Probate. 
They  had  essentially  the  powers,  except  in  matters  of  pro¬ 
bate,  which  were  afterwards  conferred  on  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  General  Court  of  Sessions  of  the  Prov¬ 
ince  and  of  the  State  ;  and  now  upon  the  Superior  Court 
and  Boards  of  County  Commissioners.  Single  magistrates 
and  commissioners  of  small  causes,  or  town  courts,  were 
invested  with  substantially  the  powers  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace. 

The  writs,  declarations,  complaints,  indictments,  plead¬ 
ings  and  course  of  proceedings  in  the  courts  were  simple, 
brief  and  informal.  For  the  first  twenty  years  the  testi¬ 
mony  on  a  trial  was  written  down  by  the  clerk  of  the 
court  and  became  a  part  of  the  records  in  a  case.  But  in 
1650  on  account  of  the  inconvenience  of  "taking  verball 
testimony  in  courts  by  reason  of  many  imperitances  in 
their  relations,  so  that  the  darks  cannot  well  make  a  per¬ 
fect  record  thereof”  it  was  ordered,  that  henceforth  all 
testimony  be  given  in  writing  to  be  attested  in  court  if 
the  witness  lived  within  ten  miles  of  it,  and  before  a  mag¬ 
istrate,  if  the  witness  lived  at  a  longer  distance.  These 
papers,  or  affidavits,  went  to  the  jury,  who  returned  them 
into  court  with  their  verdict.  From  this  it  is  evident  that 
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witnesses  were  never  cross-examined  in  court,  and  that  the 
sole  duty  to  be  performed  by  a  party  or  his  attorney  upon 
trial  was  to  argue  his  case.  Little  attention  was  paid  to  the 
rules  of  evidence.  Upon  a  trial  when  jurymen  were  not 
clear  in  their  judgment  and  consciences  they  were  author¬ 
ized  "in  open  court  to  advise  with  any  man  they  should 
think  fit  to  resolve  or  direct  them  before  they  gave  their 
verdict.”^  The  juries  were  made  judges  of  the  law  and 
the  fact,  although  they  had  a  right  to  find  special  verdicts.* 
When  upon  a  trial  there  was  insufiicient  evidence  to  con¬ 
vict,  juries  were  authorized  to  find  that  there  were  strong 
groundsof  suspicion  ;  and  upon  this  finding  the  court  would 
give  sentence  for  what  it  appeared  to  them,  on  the  trial, 
the  defendant  was  guilty  of,  though  not  charged  in  the 
indictment  or  found  by  the  jury.®  Hutchinson  states  that 
he  has  "met  with  instances  of  one  of  the  court  standing  up 
after  a  verdict  of  the  petit  jury  of  not  guilty  in  a  capital 
trial,  and  charging  the  prisoner,  in  open  court,  with  burg¬ 
lary  and  theft,  which  were  not  capital,  and  a  new  trial 
ordered  upon  such  charge.”* 

If  the  court  disapproved  of  the  verdict  of  a  jury  they 
could  refuse  to  accept  it,  in  which  event  the  cause  was 
carried  to  the  next  Court  of  Assistants  or  to  the  General 
Court  as  the  case  might  be,  for  determination.  On  the 
trial  of  Anne  Hibbins  for  witchcraft  in  1656,  the  jury 
found  the  defendant  guilty,  but  the  Court  of  Assistants,  be¬ 
fore  whom  she  was  tried,  refused  to  accept  the  verdict, 
whereupon  the  case  was  carried  to  the  General  Court  which 


>  Body  of  Liberties.  *  3  Mass.  Col.  Kec.,  425. 

»  In  1681,  Governor  Hinckley  of  Plymouth  wrote  to  Judjte  Stoughton  for  advice 
on  a  case  whicli  had  occurred  at  Plymouth.  Judge  Stoughton  replied :  “  Tlie  tes¬ 
timony  you  mention  against  the  prisoner,  1  think  is  clear,  and  suflicient  to  convict 
him;  but,  in  case  your  jury  8l\ould  not  be  of  that  opinion,  tlien,  if  you  hold  your¬ 
selves  strictly  bound  by  the  laws  of  England,  no  other  verdict  but  not  guilty  can 
be  brouglit  in.  But,  according  to  our  practice,  in  this  Jurt'sdtciton,  we  should  pun¬ 
ish  him  with  some  grievous  punishmeut,  according  to  the  demerit  of  his  crime, 
tliougli  not  found  capital.” 

<1  Hutchinson,  401, 
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sustained  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  and  she  was  convicted 
and  executed.®  This  was  the  law  until  1672,  when 
the  General  Court  enacted  that  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  the 
court  having  upon  the  trial  given  full  explanation  of  the 
law,  should  he  accepted,  and  judgment  rendered  upon  it ; 
and  that  if  a  party  felt  aggrieved  by  the  verdict  he  might 
seek  his  remedy  by  attainting  the  jury .®  This  w'as  modified 
in  1682,  by  an  act  requiring  that  the  party  seeking  this 
redress  should  specify  in  writing  the  grounds  of  his  attaint, 
and  that  if  he  failed  in  his  action,  he  should  be  fined  ten 
pounds,  and  pay  forty  shillings  to  each  juror,  and  made 
subject  to  au  action  of  slander  by  the  jurors  he  had 
charged  with  cf)rruption.^ 

The  actions  in  civil  cases  were  replevin,  debt,  trespass 
and  case.  Case  was  the  most  common  form,  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  suits  to  recover  lands  as  well  as  for  damages  for 
breach  of  contract. 

In  order  to  expedite  proceedings  in  court,  a  law  was 
passed  in  1656  authorizing  the  fining  of  a  party  twenty 
shillings  an  hour  for  the  time  occupied  in  his  plea  beyond 
the  time  of  one  hour.® 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  General  Court  made 
no  recognition  of  the  Common  Law  in  its  enactments,  it 
was  not  entirely  regardless  of  its  value,  and  in  1647  or¬ 
dered  the  importation  from  England,  of  two  copies  each 
of  the  following  books.  Sir  Edward  Coke  on  Littleton, 


*“'l  he  Magistrates  not  rcceaving  the  verdict  of  the  jury  in  M'*-  Hibbins,  hir 
case,  having  been  on  trial  for  witchcraa,  it  came,  &  falls  of  course  to  the  Genn- 
erall  Court,  M"-  Ann  Hibbins  was  called  forth,  appeared  at  the  barr;  the  indictment 
against  hir  was  read,  to  w'**  she  answereci  not  guilty,  &  was  willing  to  be  tried 
bv  Goii  and  this  Court,  The  evidences  against  hir  was  read,  the  parties  witness¬ 
ing  being  present,  hir  answers  considered  on,  and  the  whole  Court,  being  mett  to¬ 
gether,  by  thcire  vote,  determined  tliat  M''*-  Anne  Hibbins  is  gniity  of  witchcraft, 
accoriiing  to  the  bili  of  indictment  found  against  hir  by  the  jury  of  life  &  death. 
The  Goiienno'  in  open  Court,  pronounct  sentenc  accordingiy,  declaring  she  was 
to  goe  from  the  barr  to  the  place  from  whence  she  came,  A  from  thence  to  the  place 
of  execution,  A  there  to  hang  till  she  was  dead,” — 4,  part  1  Mass.  Col.  Kec.,  269. 

*  4  part  2  Maes.  Col,  llec.,  508.  ’’  6  Mass.  Col.  Rec.,  449. 

'  Washburn,  52, 


260 


WILLIAM  D.  NORTHBND’S  ADDRESS 


Book  of  Entries,  Sir  Edward  Coke  on  Magna  Charta,  The 
New  Terms  of  the  Law,  Dalton’s  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Sir 
Edward  Coke’s  lleports.®  But  there  was  no  change  iii 
practice,  and  I  find  no  evidence  of  any  formal  recognition 
of  the  Common  Law  during  the  existence  of  the  Colony,  and 
but  little  reference  to  its  principles  by  the  judges. 

During  the  colonial  period  of  fifty-live  years,  the  only 
men  of  the  assistants  or  magistrates  who  had  been  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  law  were  Winthrop,  Bellingham,  Humphrey, 
and  probably  Pelham  and  Bradstrcet.  But  they  were  as 
desirous  of  establishing  a  bible  commonwealth,  and  had 
as  little  regard  for  the  Common  Law  or  legal  precedents, 
as  any  of  their  associates ;  and  during  this  entire  period 
the  only  peison  of  legal  education  who  practised  in  the 
courts  was  Thomas  Lechford,  who  after  a  practice  of  two 
years,  for  tampering  with  a  jury,  was  forbidden  to  practise. 
He  soon  after  returned  to  England,  and  in  1642  published 
a  satirical  book  entitled  "  Plain  dealing,  or  News  from  New 
England.”  But  in  this  period  there  were  men  who  prac¬ 
tised  as  attorneys.  They  were  ignorant  of  the  principles 
of  the  law,  were  bound  by  no  oaths,  and  were  irresponsi¬ 
ble  to  the  courts.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that, 
as  a  class,  they  did  not  have  the  confidence  of  the  people. 
The  names  are  given  of  five  persons  who  acted  in  this  ca- 
pacity\  Three  were,  or  had  been,  merchants,  one  an 
apothecary  and  the  other  a  tailor.  The  conduct  of  this 
class  ol  practitioners  was  such  as  called  for  a  law  against 
barratry,  which  was  passed  in  1641 ;  and  in  1663  the 
General  Court  passed  an  act  excluding  "  usual  and  common 
attorneys”  from  a  seat  in  their  body.  As  legal  proceed¬ 
ings  were  conducted  with  but  little  regard  to  rules  or 
precedents,  there  Avas  but  little  occasion  or  opportunity 
for  attorneys  learned  in  the  law. 


i  Mass.  Col.  Rec.,  '212. 
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The  proper  limits  of  this  address  will  not  permit  any 
detailed  statements  of  the  various  laws  enacted  to  insure 
conformity  in  religious  matters,  nor  of  the  proceedings 
against  memhers  of  the  Church  of  England,  the  anabaptists 
antinomians  and  Gortonists  for  their  interferences  and 
attempts  at  proselyting,  which  resulted  in  the  banishment 
of  the  Browns,  Roger  Williams,  Mrs.  Hutchinson, 
Wheelwright,  Gorton  and  many  others  ;  nor  of  the  punish¬ 
ment  inflicted  upon  the  Quakers  for  their  obstinate  and 
determined  intrusions  in  violation  of  the  laws  ;  nor  of  the 
struggle  between  the  enemies  of  the  colony  in  England 
aided  by  prominent  atid  influential  men  who  had  l)een 
sent  back,  and  the  friends  of  the  colonists  aided  by  frequent 
accessions  of  agents  sent  over  by  the  colony. 

With  the  colonists,  for  the  first  ten  years  under  the 
charter,  it  Avas  a  constant  struggle  for  political  life.  The 
next  twenty  years,  under  the  Long  Parliament  and  the 
Administration  of  Cromw'ell,  the  colonists  enjoyed  com- 
paratix^e  peace  and  quiet.  But  upon  the  accession  to  the 
throne  of  Charles  the  Second,  in  1660,  complaints  were 
made  by  the  friends  of  those  xvho  had  suffered  by  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  the  rigorous  laws  of  the  Colony,  and  strongly 
])ressed.  Complaints  were  also  made  by  Mason  and  Gor¬ 
ges  that  the  Colony,  by  a  wrongtul  construction  of  its  char¬ 
ter,  had  extended  its  boundaries  so  as  to  include  New 
Hampshire  and  Maine  which  they  claimed  to  own.  The 
colonists,  through  their  agents,  attempted  to  justify  their 
acts.  But  the  political  power  of  the  Puritans  in  England 
was  broken  upon  the  death  of  Cromwell,  and  the  colo¬ 
nists  found  few  men,  in  or  out  of  Parliament,  to  espouse 
their  cause.  Upon  the  report  of  commissioners  sent  over 
to  investigate  the  aflairs  of  the  Colony,  the  King  required 
the  repeal,  or  modification,  of  many  of  the  laws.  Accord- 
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iiigly  the  laws  against  the  Quakers  were  suspended and  the 
law  for  the  admission  of  freemen  modified,  so  that  English 
subjects,  who  were  freeholders,  ratable  to  a  certain  value, 
and  who  were  certified  by  the  minister  of  the  place  in 
which  they  lived  to  be  orthodox  and  not  vicious  in  their 
lives,  might  be  made  freemen,  although  not  members  of  a 
church. “  Other  requirements  of  the  King  the  colonists  de- 
la^’ed  in  performing,  or  performed  only  in  part.  Com¬ 
plaints  multiplied.  Finally,  a  writ  of  Quo  Warranto  was 
issued  against  the  Government  of  the  Colony,  and  a  judg¬ 
ment  of  a  forfeiture  of  the  Charter  was  rendered  in  1684. 
The  King  died  the  same  year.  His  successor,  James  the 
Second,  after  the  temporary  appointment  of  Dudley,  com¬ 
missioned  Andros  as  "Captain  General  and  Governor  in 
chief”  of  all  New  England.  He  arrived  at  Boston  in  De¬ 
cember,  1686.  In  March,  1687,  he  established  a  Superior 
Court,  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  a  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  appointed  Judges.  He  also  appointed  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  and  continued  commissioners  of  small  causes.  These, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  which  was 
disapproved  by  the  King,  continued  until  the  revolution, 
and  deposition  of  Andros,  in  1689. 

Upon  the  departure  of  Andros  the  charter  government 
■was  reassumed  by  the  old  Magistrates,  to  whom  were 
added  other  influential  inhabitants,  with  the  venerable 
Bradsti  eeP^  as  Governor,  under  the  name  of  "  A  council 
for  the  safety  of  the  people  and  conservation  of  the  Peace.” 
The  colony  laws  were  adopted  for  their  government. 

This  system  continued  until  the  arrival  of  Governor 
Phipps  with  the  Province  charter,  in  May,  1692.  The 

j>art2  Maas.  Col.  Uec.,  34.  •>  4,  part  2  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  118. 

Governor  Bradstreet  lived  the  hast  part  of  his  life,  and  died,  in  a  house  on  the 
estate  next  west  of  riummer  Hall  iu  Salem. 
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charter  passed  the  great  seal  in  October  of  the  preceding 
year.  Under  it  the  Colonies  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New 
Plymouth  and  the  Province  of  Maine  and  Nova  Scotia  and 
the  intervening  territory,  were  united  under  one  govern¬ 
ment,  with  the  corporate  name  of  "  The  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England.”  The  Government, 
under  this  charter,  consisted  of  a  Governor,  Deputy  Gov^- 
ernor  and  Secretary,  appointed  by  the  King ;  and  of  Assist¬ 
ants  or  Councillors  to  be  chosen  by  the  General  Court,  and 
a  House  of  Representatives  to  be  chosen  by  the  people,  an¬ 
nually.  They  were  to  meet  in  General  Court  or  Assembly 
on  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  in  each  year.  Councillors 
were  appointed  in  the  charter  to  hold  their  office  until  the 
session  of  the  General  Court  in  May  1693  ;  and,  for  the 
time  being,  each  town  was  to  elect  two  representativ'es. 
Authority  wasgiven  for  the  General  Court  to  determine,  for 
the  future,  the  number  of  I’epresentatives  from  the  several 
towns.  By  the  charter,  the  power  was  given  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  to  negative  any  or  all  acts  of,  or  elections  by,  the 
General  Court ;  and,  by  an  explanatory  charter  in  1726,  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  was  to  be  approved  by  him.  All 
laws  Avcre  to  be  transmitted  to  England,  and  if  not  dis¬ 
allowed  within  three  years  after  they  were  received,  they 
were  to  continue  in  full  force. 

The  people  were  disappointed  at  the  powers  reserved  to 
the  King  by  the  charter,  yet  by  it  the  proceedings  under 
the  Government  were  substantially  like  those  under  the 
colonial  charter,  and  in  accord  with  the  customs  and  tradi¬ 
tions  of  the  people.  But  a  very  important  change  was 
made  in  the  provisions  for  a  judicial  system.  Under  the 
new  charter,  full  power  was  given  to  the  General  Court 
"  to  erect  and  constitute  judicatories  and  courts  of  records 
or  other  courts,”  for  the  trial  of  all  civil  and  criminal 
causes  ;  and  to  the  Governor  was  given  the  appointment 
of  all  judges.  Commissioners  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and 
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other  oflScers  of  the  Court.  By  these  provisions  the  judi¬ 
ciary  was,  ill  theory  at  least,  divorced  from  the  Legislative 
department  of  the  Government.  It  was  a  very  great 
advance.  For  the  first  time  in  our  history,  justice  was  to  be 
administered  by  tribunals  independent  of  the  law-making 
power,  and  an  approach  was  made  to  a  government  of 
laws  and  not  of  men.  By  the  Charter,  jurisdiction  in  all 
matters  of  probate  was  given  to  the  Governor  and  Council, 
which  they  delegated  to  Judges  of  Probate  appointed  by 
the  Governor  for  each  County,  with  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Governor  and  council.  By  this  Charter,  liberty  of  con¬ 
science  was  granted  to  all  Christians  except  papists. 

For  several  months  before  the  arrival  of  Governor 
Phipps  great  excitement  prevailed,  especially  in  this 
county,  upon  the  subject  of  witchcraft,  and  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  after  examinations  before  magistrates  were 
bound  over  and  committed  to  jail  to  await  the  action  of 
a  grand  jury.  The  de  facto  government  which  had  been 
maintained  from  the  time  of  the  expulsion  of  Andros 
was  superseded  by  the  government  established  under  the 
charter.  It  seems  to  have  been  assumed  that  the  colony 
laws  which  had  been  adopted  by  Andros  were  not  in 
force  upon  the  granting  of  the  charter,  and  as  witchcraft 
was  not  a  common  law  offence,  that  until  the  passage  of  a 
law  by  the  General  Court  of  the  Province,  prosecutions 
could  only  be  made  under  the  English  statute  against 
witchcraft  of  James  the  First.  Governor  Phipps,  with¬ 
out  waiting  for  the  action  of  the  General  Court,  ap¬ 
pointed  commissioners  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  to  act  in 
and  for  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Essex  and  Middlesex. 
I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  in  detail  the  proceedings 
which  followed.  In  passing  uiion  them,  the  circum¬ 
stances,  conditions,  beliefs  and  superstitions  of  the  people 
of  the  period  should  be  understood  and  considered.  It 
is  difficult  at  the  present  day  to  comprehend  the  universal 
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and  terrible  belief  in  witchcraft  which  prevailed  among 
the  people  of  all  Christian  denominations  throughout  the 
world.  There  was  no  conviction  of  the  people,  educated 
and  uneducated,  more  thorough  and  unquestioned.  The 
belief  Avas,  that  the  Devil,  at  times,  possessed  himself  of 
a  human  being,  and  through  the  agency  of  his  victim  in¬ 
flicted  incalculable  misery  and  sufiering  upon  whole 
neighborhoods ;  and  we  can  but  faintly  conceive  of  the 
aAvful  terror  and  consternation  which  pervadeil  a  Avhole 
community  upon  the  rumor  of  occurrences  which  sug¬ 
gested  the  probability  of  such  a  visitation  by  the  Evil 
One  upon  one  of  its  members,  or  of  the  dire  imaginings 
it  excited.  Chief  Justice  ISfatthew  Hale,  in  his  charge 
to  the  jury  on  the  trial  of  Rose  Cullender  and  Amy 
Duny  for  Avitchcraft  in  1665,  guA’e  testimony  to  this  uni¬ 
versal  belief  of  his  time.  He  said  :  "That  there  Avere 
such  creatures  as  witches  he  made  no  doubt  at  all.  For 
first,  the  scriptures  had  affirmed  so  much.  Secondly,  the 
Avisdom  of  all  nations  had  provided  laws  against  such 
persons,  which  is  an  argument  in  their  confidence  of  such 
a  crime.  And  such  hath  been  the  judgment  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  as  appears  by  an  act  of  Parliament  which  hath  pro¬ 
vided  punishments  proi)ortionate  to  the  quality  of  the 
oflence.”i3 

In  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  persons  of  both  sexes,  and  the  number  has  been 
estimated  at  thirty  thousand  in  Great  Britain,  seventy- 
five  thousand  in  France,  one  hundred  thousand  in  Ger¬ 
many,  and  largo  numbers  in  Italy,  Spain,  Switzerland, 
Sweden  and  Norway  Avere  convicted  of  Avitchcraft  and 
burned,  drowned  or  hanged.^*  By  an  early  law  of  the 
colony,  Avitchcraft  Avas  made  punishable  by  death.  With- 


»6  State  triaU,  687.  2  Mem.  Hist.  Boston,  131. 
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in  half  a  century  before  the  trials  for  witchcraft  in  this 
county,  accusations  against  persons  for  witchcraft  had 
been  made  in  Boston,  Dorchester,  Cambridge,  Spring- 
field,  Hadley,  Groton,  Newbury,  Rowley  and  Salisbury, 
and  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  several  were  con¬ 
victed  and  hanged,  and  in  Hampton,  Portsmouth  and 
Salmon  Falls  in  New  Hampshire.**  During  this  period, 
in  the  colony,  five  persons  were  executed  upon  convic¬ 
tion  of  witchcraft ;  one  in  Charlestown, one  in  Dorchester, 
one  in  Springfield  and  two  in  Boston.  One  of  those  ex¬ 
ecuted  in  Boston  was  Anne  Hibbins,  the  widow  of  a 
magistrate.*®  Within  a  few  years  before  the  Salem  witch¬ 
craft,  as  it  is  called,  all  the  instances  of  witchcraft  in  the 
colony  with  all  the  circumstances  attending  them  were 
collected  and  published  in  a  book.  Accounts  of  the  trial 
before  Sir  Matthew  Hale  were  also  published  and  other 
works  on  demonology  which  were  extensively  circulated 
and  read.  The  reading  of  these  books  was  undoubtedly 
an  exciting  cause  for  what  took  place.  The  only  pecu¬ 
liarity  here  was  in  the  intense  excitement  which  pervaded 
the  whole  community,  and  in  the  number  of  the  prosecu¬ 
tions,  convictions  and  executions.  Here  the  distemper 
was  contagious  and  resulted  in  a  moral  epidemic. 

“  Be  not  too  swift  in  casting  the  first  stone, 

Nor  think  New  England  bears  the  guilt  alone. 

This  sudden  burst  of  wickedness  and  crime 
Was  but  the  common  madness  of  the  time, 

When  in  all  lands  that  lie  within  the  sound 
Of  Sabbath  bells,  a  witch  was  burned  or  drowned.” 

Governor  Phipps  was  a  believer  in  witchcraft,  as  was 
Lieut.  Governor  Stoughton  who  was  appointed  one  of  the 


>‘2  Hutchinson. 20. 

“Margaret  Jones  of  Charlestown  was  exernted  at  Boston  June  15.  1648,  the  wife 
of  Henry  Lake  of  Dorcliester  1650(  ?).  Anne  Hibbins  of  Boston  June  10, 1656.  Mary 
Parsons  of  Sprlngfleld  May  29, 1&57,  and  Goody  Glover  of  Boston  November  16, 
1686.  2  Mem.  Hist.  Boston,  lat.  2  Hutchinson,  24. 
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commissioners  of  Oyer  and  Terminer.  The  commis¬ 
sioners  of  the  court  were  appointed  May  27,  1692.  The 
commissioners,  or  judges,  were  William  Stoughton,  Chief 
Justice,  Nathaniel  Saltonstall,  who  declined  the  appoint¬ 
ment,  Jonathan  Corwin,  John  Richards,  Bartholomew 
Gedney,  Waitt  Winthrop,  Samuel  Sewall,  John  Hathorne 
and  Peter  Sergeant,  Associate  Justices,  five  of  them  to 
constitute  a  quorum.  Stephen  SewalU^  was  appointed 
Clerk,  and  Thomas  Newton  Attorney  General.  Anthony 
Checkley  succeeded  him  July  22,  1692.  George  Corwin 
was  appointed  Sheriff.  The  incumbent  of  this  oflice 
was  in  the  early  days  of  the  colony  styled  Beadle  and  after¬ 
wards  Marshal.  The  court  convened  at  the  Court  House 
in  Salem  June  2d.  A  grand  jury  was  impanelled 
which  speedily  made  presentments,  and  trials  commenced. 
The  first  person  tried  was  Bridget  Bishop,  alias  Oliver, 
of  Salem.  She  was  convicted  June  8  and  executed  June 
10.^®  All  the  details  of  the  trial  cannot  be  given,  as  the 
records  of  the  Clerk  were  never  made  up,  or  if  made  up. 


Stephen  Scwall’s  house  was  on  Essex  street,  Salem,  where  the  Hook  building 
now  is.  llis  estate  of  several  acres  extended  to  Korth  river.  Sewall  street 
formed  part  of  the  eastern  boundary  of  Ids  estate. 

Nathaniel  Saltonstall  was  grandson  of  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall  and  grandfather  of 
Rich.ard  Saltonstall,  a  justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  Province.  Nathaniel  Sal¬ 
tonstall  married  a  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Ward,  son  of  Rev.  Nathaniei  Ward,  from 
whom  was  inherited  the  estate  in  Ilaverliill  on  which  the  famiiy  lived.  It  was 
until  within  a  few  years  known  as  the  Saltoustall  place.  It  is  now  owned  and  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  Duncan  family. 

Bartholomew  Uedney  lived  in  a  house  which  stood  on  the  northern  comer  of 
Summer  and  High  streets,  Salem. 

John  Hathorne  lived  on  Essex  street,  next  westerly  from  Price’s  block  Salem. 

Samuel  Sewall  lived  in  Boston.  He  was  son  of  Henry  Sewall  of  Newbury  who 
lived  on  Parker  street,  near  the  site  of  the  old  elm  tree  of  Newbury,  and  grandson 
of  Henry  Sewall  of  Rowley. 

Jonathan  Corwin  lived  in  the  house  now  standing  on  the  westerly  corner  of 
Essex  and  North  streets,  Salem;  annexed  to  it  is  the  apothecary  shop  of  Dr, 
Farrington. 

Ueorge  Corwin  lived  in  a  house  on  the  spot  where  is  now,  what  is  known  as  the 
Dr.  Fiske  house,  on  Washington  street,  near  the  Eastern  railroail  depot,  Salem. 

t"  The  Court  House,  in  which  the  trials  were  held,  stood  in  the  middle  of  what  is 
now  Washington  street,  near  where  I.ynde  and  Church  streets,  which  did  nut  then 
exist,  now  enter  it,  fronting  toward  Essex  street.  The  building  was  also  used  as 
a  town  house;  VVashington  street  being,  for  this  reason,  then  called  “Town  House 
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have  been  lost  or  destroyed.  The  death  warrant  and  re¬ 
turn  upon  it  of  Bridget  Bishop  is  the  only  death  warrant 
preserved.  After  the  trial  of  Bridget  Bishop  the  court 
adjourned  to  June  29.  In  the  interim,  the  Governor 
and  Council,  in  accordance  with  the  colonial  practice, 
sought  the  advice  of  the  principal  ministers  of  Boston 
and  vicinity,  who,  June  15,  made  reply  in  writing,  in 
which  they  advised  that  all  the  proceedings  should  be 
"  managed  with  an  exceeding  tenderness  toward  those 
who  may  be  complained  of,  especially  if  they  have  been 
persons  formerly  of  an  unblemished  repubition  that  the 
evidence  "  ought  certainly  to  be  more  considerable  than 
barely  the  accused  person’s  being  represented  by  a  spectre 
unto  the  afflicted  ”  and  that  they  could  not  "  esteem  alter¬ 
ations  made  in  the  sufferers,  by  a  look  or  touch  of  the 
accused  to  be  an  infallible  evidence  of  guilt.”  Neverthe¬ 
less  they  recommended  "  speedy  and  vigorous  prosecu¬ 
tions,”  "  according  to  the  directions  given  in  the  laws  of 
God  and  the  wholesome  statutes  of  the  English  nation, 
for  the  detection  of  witchcrafts.” 

The  General  Court  convened  June  8th  when  an  act  was 
passed  reviving  the  colony  law  against  Avitchcraft.*’*  The 
Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  again  met  June  29,  and  con¬ 
tinued,  with  several  adjournments,  to  September  17,  when 
it  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  November,  but  before 
that  time  the  Court  was  dissolved.  During  these  sessions 
of  the  Court  nineteen  persons  were  convicted  and  hanged, 
and  one,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  England  by  which 
this  Court  was  governed,  was  pressed  to  death  for  refusing 


Dane.”  Bridget  Bishop  owned  a  lionse  on  what  is  now  Wa.s|iington  street,  in 
wh<de  or  in  part  on  the  site  oC  tlie  present  Cate’s  block,  where  she  lived  prior  to 
her  marriage  to  Edward  Bishop.  2Upliam,2.W.  The  death  warrant  of  Bridget 
Bishop  and  return  upon  it  is  in  the  clerk’s  offlee,  Salem,  as  are  also  the  alUdavits 
or  depositions  of  witnesses,  and  some  of  the  |)ins  produced  at  the  trials. 

••  Laws  against  witchcraft  were  passed  October  2!»,  and  December  14, 1C92,  which 
were  disallowed  August  ii,  IGPo. 
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to  plead.  The  Superior  Court,  established  by  the  General 
Court  in  November,  had  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  witchcraft ; 
and,  in  January  succeeding,  indictments  for  the  offence,  in 
this  Count}',  were  found  against  about  fifty  persons,  mostly 
women.  All  who  were  tried  were  acquitted  except  three, 
who  were  pardoned  by  the  Governor.  All  not  tried  were 
discharged  upon  payment  of  thirty  shillings  each  to  the 
Attorney  General. “  At  the  first  session  of  this  Court  in 
Middlesex  several  persons  who  were  in  jail  under  indict¬ 
ment  for  witchcraft  were  tried,  but  the  juries  acqiiitted 
them  all.  The  excitement  on  the  subject  had  subsided, 
the  sober  judgment  of  the  people  had  reasserted  itself, 
and  the  epidemic  had  passed  away. 

Many  severe  criticisms  and  some  very  unjust,  have  been 
made  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Judges  in  these  trials.  It 
has  been  generally  assumed  that  in  not  assigning  or  al¬ 
lowing  counsel  for  the  prisoners,  they  were  influenced  by 
a  desire  for  conviction,  and  that  in  the  admission  of  evi¬ 
dence  they  were  governed  by  their  own  personal  discretions 
influenced  by  their  belief  in  witchcraft  and  by  the  intense 
and  for  the  time,  almost  insane  impulses  of  the  people  who 
clamored  for  conviction.  But  neither  of  these  assumptions 
is  correct.  By  the  laws  of  England  at  the  time,  and  they 
were  not  changed  in  this  respect  for  many  years  after, 
counsel  were  not  assigned  or  allowed  in  capital  cases, 
excepting  on  questions  of  law  Avhen  the  Court  was  in 
doubt.  Sir  Harry  Vane  on  his  trial  in  1662,  and  Algernon 
Sidney  in  1683,  were  refused  counsel  t(»  argue  to  the  court 
questions  of  law  they  had  raised.  The  theory  Avas  that 
the  Judges  Avere  counsel  for  (he  prisoner. 

The  rules  adopted  for  the  admission  of  evidence  Avere 
the  same  established  by  the  practice  in  the  Courts  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Sir  MattheAV  Hale,  on  the  trial  before  him,  Avhich 

It  was  one  of  the  hartlships  of  the  law  at  that  lime  that  no  prisoner  could  be  dis¬ 
charged  without  payment  of  this  fee. 
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has  been  referred  to,  admitted,  without  question,  not  only 
spectral  and  other  evidence  of  precisely  the  same  character 
with  that  admitted  on  the  trials  here,  but  admitted  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  an  expert  upon  the  subject  of  witchcraft.  As  the 
courts  in  these  trials  were  dealing  with  supernatural  powers 
and  influences,  the  conclusion  was  not  illogical  that  this 
kind  of  evidence  was  legitimate,  that  the  supernatural 
should  be  dealt  with  through  the  supernatural.  But  upon 
the  character  of  the  evidence  and  the  rules  the  jury  should 
observe  in  considering  it,  which  were  plainly  within  the 
discretion  of  the  judges  as  counsel  for  the  prisoners.  Sir 
Matthew  Hale  made  no  comment.  He  uttered  no  word 
of  caution  to  the  jury,  and  simply  "desired  them  strictly 
to  observe  their  evidence,  and  desired  the  great  God  of 
heaven  to  direct  their  hearts  in  this  weighty  thing  they 
had  in  hand.  For  to  condemn  the  innocent  and  to  let  the 
guilty  go  free  were  both  an  abomination  to  the  Lord.” 
The  judges  here  followed  the  example  of  Sir  Matthew 
Hale  ;  they  did  not  follow'  the  advice  of  the  elders. 

Xo  better  illustration  can  be  given  of  the  fallacy  of  the 
view's  of  those  w'ho  look  upon  legal  rules  as  only  a  clog 
and  hindrance  in  the  administration  of  justice.  Under  the 
rules  of  law',  as  now’  fully  established,  none  of  the  evidence 
upon  which  the  convictions  w'ere  found  w'ould  be  admitted. 
Spectral  and  kindred  evidence  could  not  be  allow'ed,  and 
without  it  nofoue  of  the  accused  could  have  been  convicted. 

The  first  enactment  of  the  first  General  Court  under  the 
Province  charter  provided  that  all  the  local  law's  of  the 
late  Colonies  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  of  New  Plymouth, 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England,  nor  inconsistent 
w'ith  the  new  charter,  should  remain  in  full  force  in  the 
respective  places  until  the  tenth  of  November  next.  In 
November  the  provision  was  renewed  without  limitation 
as  to  time.  A  short  lime  before  the  end  of  three  years 
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from  the  time  these  enactments  were  certified  to  England, 
they  were  disallowed  by  the  Privy  Council,  and  directions 
given  "that  in  any  new  law  to  be  enacted  for  the  said  pur¬ 
pose,  the  laws  to  be  continued  be  therein  expressed  and 
particularly  specified.” 

The  first  act  for  the  establishment  of  courts  under  this 
charter  was  passed  November  25,  1692.  It  provided  for 
a  high  Court  of  Chancery,  a  Superior  Court  of  Judicature, 
Inferior  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  Coui'ts  of  Quarter  Ses¬ 
sions  of  the  Peace,  and  of  single  Justices  of  the  Peace.  By 
another  act,  passed  at  the  same  session,  authority  to  grant 
writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  was  conferred  upon  the  justices 
of  the  Superior  Couil;,  and  by  another  act,  passed  at  the 
same  session,  it  was  provided  "That  all  controversies 
concerning  marriage  and  divorce  shall  be  heard  and  de¬ 
termined  by  the  Governor  and  Council.”  The  section  for 
the  establishment  of  a  high  Court  of  Chancery  was  re¬ 
pealed,  and  a  new  act  substituted,  in  1693.  The  act  of 
November,  1692,  establishing  the  Courts,  and  the  Habeas 
Corpus  act,  were  disallowed  in  August,  1695,  and  the  act 
of  1693  establishing  a  high  Court  of  Chancery  was  dis¬ 
allowed  in  December,  1696.  No  attempt  was  afterwards 
made  to  reenact  it,  but  under  different  subsequent  acts 
the  common  law  courts  were  invested  with  limited  equity 
powers.  An  act  to  revive  the  Courts  temporarily,  was 
passed  in  1696  ;  and  an  act  for  the  reestablishment  of  the 
Courts,  with  amendments,  excepting  the  Chancery  Court, 
W'as  passed  in  June,  1697.  They  were  both  disallowed 
in  November,  1698,  the  first  upon  the  gi-ound  that  it  re¬ 
vived  the  act  of  1692,  and  the  second  because  its  pro¬ 
visions  conflicted  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of 
Admiralty.  June  26,  1699,  separate  acts  for  the  rees¬ 
tablishment  of  the  Courts  were  passed,  omitting  the 
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objectionable  provisions.  In  these  acts  the  change  in 
name  was  made,  of  Courts  of  General  Sessions,  in  the 
place  of  Coui'ts  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  act  of  1692 ; 
and  a  provision  was  made  that  no  action  should  be  origin¬ 
ally  brought  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  an  amount 
under  forty  shillings  unless  where  freehold  is  concerned. 
Neither  of  these  acts  was  disallowed,  and  the  several 
Courts  as  thus  established  continued  without  change  to  the 
time  of  the  revolution.^^ 

In  1701  an  act  was  passed  providing  an  attorney’s  oath 
in  nearly  the  language  of  the  oath  at  the  present  time“, 
and  at  the  same  session  the  justices  of  the  several  courts 
were  authorized  to  make  necessary  rules  "  for  the  more 
orderly  practising  in  such  court, and  acts  Avere  passed 
prescribing  the  forms  of  Avrits  and  other  processes,'**  and 
in  1709  an  act  A\'as  passed  requiring  the  endorsements  of 
Avrits.®  There  Avas  no  formal  recognition  of  the  common 
hiAv,  but  the  courts  of  the  Province  practically  adopted  it, 
and  folloAved  the  precedents  and  practice  of  the  courts  of 
England. 

As  finally  established,  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature, 
or  Superior  Court  as  it  Avas  commonly  called,  consisted  of 
a  chief  justice  and  four  other  associate  justices,  three  of 
Avhom  constituted  a  quorum.  To  this  court  AA^as  given 
substantially  the  powers  of  the  Court  of  Assistants  of  the 
Colony,  and  its  jurisdiction  embraced  all  matters,  "as 
fully  and  amply  to  all  intents  and  purposes  Avhatsoever  as 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  Common  Pleas  and  Exchequer 
Avithin  his  Majesty’s  Kingdom  of  England.”  The  act 
provided  for  tAvo  sessions  of  the  Court  annually  in  this 
county,  one  to  be  held  at  Salem  on  the  second  Tuesday 


1  Province  laws,  3C7-372.  “’1  Province  laws,  6*i7.  “  1  Province  laws,  464. 
1  Province  laws,  460.  “»1  Province  laws,  022. 
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of  November,  and  the  other  at  Ipswich  on  the  third  Tues¬ 
day  of  May.  This  Court  had  appellate  jurisdiction  from 
the  inferior  courts. 

Inferior  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  were  established  for 
the  several  counties,  to  be  held  by  four  justices  appointed 
for  each  county,  three  of  whom  to  constitute  a  quorum ; 
with  original  jurisdiction  in  all  actions  in  which  the  title 
to  real  estate  was  concerned,  and  in  all  other  civil  actions 
in  which  the  debt  or  damage  was  forty  shillings  and  up¬ 
wards,  with  appellate  jurisdiction  from  justices  of  the 
peace  in  civil  cases. 

Courts  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  were  es¬ 
tablished  for  each  county,  to  be  held  by  the  justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  county,  and  in  the  act  of  1699  was  added 
"or  so  many  of  them  as  are  or  shall  be  limited  in  the 
commission  of  the  peace,”  with  original  jurisdiction  in  all 
criminal  cases  not  given  to  the  Superior  Court  nor  triable 
before  justices  of  the  peace,  and  appellate  jurisdiction 
from  single  justices  of  the  peace  in  criminal  cases.  Any 
person  aggrieved  by  the  sentence  imposed  by  the  justices 
of  this  court  could  appeal  to  the  next  Superior  Court  for 
the  county.  The  reasons  for  the  appeal  were  to  be  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  seven  days 
before  the  sitting  of  the  court,  together  with  an  attested 
copy  of  the  sentence,  and  attested  copies  of  "  all  the  evi¬ 
dences  upon  which  the  same  was  grounded.”  This  court 
was  afterwards  authorized  to  appoint  Masters  of  the 
House  of  Correction,  grant  licenses,  lay  out  and  discon¬ 
tinue  highways,  also  "  particular  and  private  ways,”  when 
towns  unreasonably  refused  or  delayed  to  approve  their 
laying  out  by  the  selectmen,  and  to  assess  relatives  for  the 
support  of  the  poor.^ 


HIST.  COLL. 


•*  1  Province  Laws,  378, 527, 136,  68. 
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The  sessions  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  of 
General  Sessions  were  held  at  the  same  times  and  places. 
For  this  county  they  were  held  at  Salem  on  the  last  Tues¬ 
day  in  June  and  December;  at  Newbury  on  the  last 
Tuesday  in  September ;  and  at  Ipswich  on  the  last  Tues¬ 
day  in  March. ^ 

The  jurisdiction  of  single  justices  of  the  peace  was 
substantially  the  same  as  at  the  present  time.  In  addition 
to  these  courts,  in  1694,  the  King  established  a  Court  of 
Admiralty  under  the  right  reserved  in  the  charter. 

Judges  of  the  several  courts  were  appointed  under  the 
first  act,  December  7,  1692.  The  judges  of  the  Superior 
Court  were  William  Stoughton,  chief  justice,  Thomas 
Danforth,  John  Richards,  Waitt  Winthrop  and  Samuel 
Sewall,  associate  Justices.  They  were  the  de  facto  mag¬ 
istrates  at  the  time  of  the  granting  of  the  charter,  and 
three  of  them  had  been  judges  of  the  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer.  Richards  died  April  4,  1694,  and  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Elisha  Cooke.  They  were  reappointed  under 
the  acts  of  1696  and  1699. 

In  the  Province  period,  from  1692  to  the  time  of  the 
Revolution,  there  were  upon  the  bench  of  the  Superior 
Court  only  four  judges  educated  in  the  law,  Benjamin 
Lynde,*®  Paul  Dudley,  Edmund  Trowbridge  and  William 
Cushing.  Lynde  and  Dudley  were  graduates  of  Harvard 
College  and  both  studied  law  in  the  Temple  in  London. 
Lynde  was  appointed  a  justice  in  1712,  chief  justice  in 
1728,  and  remained  on  the  bench  until  his  death  in  1745. 
He  was  the  first  educated  lawyer  appointed  to  the  bench. 
Dudley  was  appointed  a  justice  in  1718,  chief  justice  in 
1745,  which  place  he  held  until  his  death  in  1752.  Trow- 

*’  1  Province  Laws,  284. 

Chief  Justice  Lynde  lived  in  a  house  corner  of  Essex  and  Liberty  streets, 
Salem,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  easteiTi  part  of  Lynde  block. 
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bridge  was  appointed  a  justice  in  1767  and  remained  on 
the  bench  until  1774.  Cushing  was  appointed  a  justice  in 
1772  and  chief  justice  in  1777  which  office  he  held  until 
his  appointment  as  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  1789.  Thus  from  1712  to 
1752  there  was  an  educated  lawyer,  and  a  portion  of  the 
time  two  educated  lawyers  on  the  bench,  and  the  same 
from  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  Trowbridge  in  1767, 
to  the  Revolution. 

The  appointments  of  judges  in  this  period  were  made 
largely  through  family  influence.  From  the  first  settle¬ 
ment  to  the  time  of  the  revolution,  the  offices  and  polit¬ 
ical  power  of  the  Colony  and  Province,  were  confined  to 
certain,  not  very  numerous,  families.  These  families 
constituted  an  exclusive  social,  as  well  as  political  aris¬ 
tocracy.  The  line  between  them  and  the  commons  was 
strictly  drawn,  and  rigidly  observed.  Even  in  the  meet¬ 
ing  houses  there  was  a  magistrate’s  pew,  and  families 
were  seated  according  to  rank.  There  can  be  no  better 
illustration  of  the  extent  to  which  these  distinctions  were 
carried  than  the  fact  that  in  the  catalogue  of  Haiward 
College,  from  its  commencement  in  1642,  to  1773,  the 
names  of  the  graduates  of  the  several  years  were  enrolled, 
not  alphabetically  as  now,  nor  with  any  regard  to  scholar¬ 
ship,  but  solely  in  the  order  of  family  rank.  The  son  of 
a  magistrate,  whatever  his  scholarship,  was  placed  among 
the  first,  and  the  son  of  an  untitled  citizen,  although  the 
first  scholar  in  his  class,  was  ranked  among  the  last.*® 


M  “Early  in  the  presidency  of  Locke,  the  practice  of  arranging  the  students  in 
eaeh  class  according  to  the  supposed  rank  of  the  families  to  which  they  belonged, 
was  laid  aside.  This  custom,  which  had  existed  fi'om  the  establishment  of  the 
college  was  the  frequent  cause  of  discontent  among  the  students  and  their  families ; 
and  as  the  population  of  the  Province  increased,  and  republican  principles  began 
to  prevail,  the  principles  of  discrimination  became  more  difficult  and  exciting. 
The  attention  of  the  corporation  and  overseers  was  forcibly  attracted  to  the  sub¬ 
ject  by  a  formal  complaint  in  writing,  made  to  the  president  and  tutors  by  the 
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The  judges  of  the  Superior  Court  of  this  period,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  royal  authority,  imitated  the  manners  and 
style  of  the  English  judges.  They  wore  upon  the  bench 
black  silk  gowns  until  about  1760,  when  at  the  suggestion 
of  Chief  Justice  Hutchinson,  as  it  is  supposed,  they 
adopted  in  winter  scarlet  robes  with  deep  facings,  cuffs  of 
black  velvet,  bands  and  powdered  wigs  with  black  silk 
bags,  and  in  the  summer,  black  silk  gowns.  Barristers  also 
wore  black  silk  gowns,  bands  and  bags. 

This  was  before  the  days  of  nisi prius  courts,  and  a  quo¬ 
rum  of  judges,  commonly  attended  by  the  lawyers,  rode 
the  circuits  on  horseback.  It  was  the  custom  for  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  with  a  military  guard  or  a  body  of 
prominent  citizens  to  meet  them  at  the  borders  of  the  shire 
town,  and  escort  them  to  their  lodgings  with  great  parade. 
John  Adams  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Tudor  described  the  court 
before  whom  the  question  of  granting  writs  of  assistance 
was  argued  in  1761.  It  was  held  in  the  east  chamber  of 
the  old  State  House  in  State  street  in  Boston.®®  He  wrote, 
"In  this  chamber,  near  the  fire,  were  seated  five  judges,  Avith 
Lieut.  Governor  Hutchinson  at  their  head  as  Chief  Justice, 
all  in  their  new  fresh  robes  of  scarlet  English  cloth,  in 
their  broad  bands  and  immense  judicial  wigs.  In  this 
chamber  were  seated  at  a  long  table  all  the  barristers  of 
Boston,  and  its  neighboring  county  of  Middlesex,  in  their 
goAvns,  bands  and  tye  wigs.  They  Avere  not  seated  on 
ivory  chairs,  but  their  dress  was  more  solemn  and  more 
pompous  than  that  of  the  Koman  senate  when  the  Gauls 


father  of  one  of  the  students,  stating  “  tliat  his  son  has  not  his  proper  place  in  his 
class,”  not  being  allowed  to  rank  with  tlie  sons  of  those  gentlemen  who  were 
justices  of  the  Quorum,  “  when  be  hud  been  himself  in  the  commission  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum  a  longer  time  tlian  any  of  them.”  .  .  .  The  truth  of  the  comjilain- 
aut’s  statements  was  accordingly  ascertained,  and  his  son  raised  to  his  due  rank. 
2  Quincy’s  Hist.  Ilarv.  Univ.  157. 

’“Tlie  sessions  of  the  Superior  Court  were  usually  held  in  the  west  chamber  of 
the  State  House,  and  tlie  Governor  and  Council  occupied  the  e.ist  chamber. 
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broke  in  upon  them.”  The  judges  of  the  Province  were 
distinguished  for  their  dignity,  courtesy  and  civility  to  the 
bar. 

In  this  period  there  were  many  able  and  learned  law¬ 
yers.  Besides  Judges  Lynde,  Dudley,  Trowbridge  and 
Cushing  were  Auchmuty,  father  and  son,  Reed,  Pratt, 
Gridley,  Adams,  Otis,  Thacher,  Quincy,  Bollan,  Ruggles, 
Jonathan  Sewall,  Sargent,  Lowell,  Dana,  Pynchon,  David 
Sewall,  and  many  other  barristers  with  a  reputation 
throughout  the  Province.  In  this  county  the  barristers 
before  the  revolution  were,  Daniel  Farnham  of  Newbury- 
port,  William  Pynchon  of  Salem,  John  Chipman  of 
Marblehead,  Nathaniel  P.  Sargent  of  Haverhill  and  John 
Lowell  of  Nevvburyport.  Daniel  Farnham  was  graduated 
at  Harvard  College  in  1739,  and  died  in  1776  at  the  age  of 
59.  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  studied  law  in  his  office  for  a 
short  time.  His  practice  extended  into  Maine,  and  he 
was  for  a  short  time  King’s  attorney  for  the  county  of 
York.  He  had  an  extensive  practice.  William  Pynchon 
was  born  in  Springfield  in  1725.  He  removed  to  Salem 
in  1745  and  studied  law  with  Judge  Stephen  Sewall.  He 
remained  in  Salem  until  his  death,  in  March,  1789,  at  the 
age  of  64.  He  was  an  eminent  lawyer,  particularly  skilled 
in  special  pleading ;  a  finished  scholar  and  an  accomplished 
gentleman.  John  Chipman  was  son  of  Rev.  John  Chipman, 
and  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1738.  He 
died  at  Falmouth,  Maine,  while  attending  court,  in  July, 
1768.  Nathaniel  P.  Sargent  was  born  in  Methuen  in  1731, 
and  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1750.  He  held  a 
high  rank  as  a  lawyer,  although  never  distinguished  as  an 
advocate.  He  was  appointed  judge  of  the  Superior  Court 
in  1776  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
of  the  State  in  1790,  as  successor  to  Chief  Justice  Cush¬ 
ing.  He  died  in  October,  1791,  at  the  age  of  60.  He 
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had  an  excellent  reputation  as  a  judge.  John  Lowell  was 
born  in  Newbury  in  1743,  and  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1760.  He  studied  law  with  Oxenbridge 
Thacher,  and  began  practice  in  Newburyport,  but  early 
removed  to  Boston.  He  was  a  member  of  the  convention 
that  framed  the  constitution  of  this  state,  was  elected  a 
member  of  Congress  in  1781,  and  in  1782  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Court  of  Appeals  from  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  in 
1789  judge  in  the  United  States  District  Court,  and  in 
1801  Chief  Justice  of  the  first  circuit  of  the  United  States 
Court.  He  died  in  May,  1802,  at  the  age  of  58.  From 
him  have  descended  the  many  very  distinguished  families 
of  his  name  in  this  Commonwealth.®^ , 
fro  6c  continued.'] 


Farnham  lived  in  a  honse  on  High  Street,  opposite  the  head  of  Market  street 
in  Newburyport,  where  the  Kelley  school  house  now  stands.  Judge  Lowell  lived 
in  the  house  on  High  street  next  northeily  from  the  Dexter  House. 

Pynchon  lived  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Emmerton,  13  Summer 
street,  Salem. 
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Copied  by  John  T.  Modlton,  of  Lynn. 


[Continued  from  page  234,  Vol.  XXII.] 

Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  James  B.  and  Mary  Howard, 
died  Aug.  15,  1850,  Mt.  11  years,  5  months. 

Charles,  died  March  11,  1830,  ^t.  3  months. 

Susan  Jane,  died  Sept.  5,  1838,  JEt.  3  years,  10  months. 

Oliver  Lyman,  died  Sept.  10,  1838,  ^t.  16  days. 

Children  of  John  and  Tameson  Skinner. 

Warren  Skinner,  died  Sept.  30***  1853,  ^t.  26. 

Friends  nor  physicians  could  not  save 
This  mortal  body  from  the  grave ; 

Nor  can  the  grave  confine  me  here, 

When  Christ,  my  Saviour,  shall  appear. 

In  memory  of  Mrs.  Martha  Ann,  wife  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Soule,  who  died  Dec.  11,  1846,  JEt.  34  years.  Also 
Mary  Elizabeth,  their  daughter,  died  July  6,  1838,  .^t. 
7  months. 

Lamented  wife,  beloved  and  gentle  child  I 
How  sinks  the  heart  of  your  sweet  love  beguiled  I 

In  memory  of  Mr.  Thomas  Standley,  who  died  May 
13,1823,  ^t.  51. 

In  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary,  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Stand- 
ley,  who  died  Jan.  13,  1837,  JEt.  65. 


(279) 


280 


INSCRIPTIONS 


Benjamin  W.,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Clarissa  J.  Stevens, 
died  Oct.  7,  1837,  aged  11  mouths  &  6  days. 

But  scarce  the  summer’s  suns  had  shone, 

On  the  pure  brow  of  this  dear  one, 

Ere  he  who  gave  saw  fit  to  take. 

What  he  but  lent,  though  it  should  break 
The  dearest  ties. 

In  memory  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Stevenson,  late  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  who  died  March  3,  1839,  JEt.  51. 

In  memory  of  Miss  Maria  Stevenson,  who  died  at  Scit- 
uate.  Mass.,  June  13,  1846,  .^t.  64. 

The  remains  of  Capt.  Joseph  Stocker  are  entombed  be¬ 
neath  this  stone.  He  died  March  6^**  1795,  .^t.  50  years. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Mehetable,  wife  of 
Capt.  Joseph  Stocker,  who  departed  this  life  June  9“* 
1793,  in  the  38“*  year  of  her  age. 

Were  death  denied,  ev’n  fools  would  wish  to  die. 

Death  wounds  to  cure ;  we  fall,  we  rise,  we  reign. 

Spring  from  our  fetters,  fasten  in  the  skies. 

Where  blooming  Eden  withers  in  our  sight. 

Death  gives  us  more  than  was  in  Eden  lost ; 

This  king  of  terrors  is  the  Prince  of  peace. 

When  shall  I  die  to  vanity,  pain,  death. 

When  shall  I  die?  when  shall  I  live  forever? 

Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  M*^  Thomas  Stocker,  who 
departed  this  life  Sept'  the  19“*  1770,  in  y*  62^  year  of  his 
age. 

Here  lyes  y®  body  of  M**  Hannah  y®  wife  of  M'  John 
Stocker,  who  died  March  y®  5“*  1740,  in  her  — '  year. 


•  Illegible. 
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In  memory  of  Mr.  James  Stone,  who  died  Dec.  3, 
1843,  63. 

Servant  of  God,  well  done  1 
Thy  glorious  warfare’s  past, 

The  battle’s  fought,  the  victory  won, 

Aud  thou  art  crowued  at  last. 

In  memory  of  Eunice  Stone,  wife  of  James  Stone. 
Born  June  12,  1780.  Died  Jan.  9,  1870. 

Sacred  to  the  memoiy  of  William  Stone,  son  of  James 
and  Eunice  Stone,  who  died  March  26,  A.  D.  1833 ;  aged 
19  years  &  7  months. 

This  marble  was  erected  by  the  Social  Club,  in  testimony  of  their 
respect  for  one  of  their  members,  who  was  a  beloved  and  dutiful  son, 
an  affectionate  and  lamented  brother,  a  virtuous  and  trusty  companion, 
a  sincere  and  faithful  frieud. 

In  memory  of  Lydia  Ann,  daughter  of  James  and  Eu¬ 
nice  Stone,  who  died  May  22,  1833,  aged  8  years  aud  4 
months. 

In  memory  of  Mr.  Abraham  Stone,  son  of  Mr.  James 
&  Mrs.  Eunice  Stone,  who  died  Dec.  19,  1840,  .^t.  25. 

His  race  was  fair  but  short  on  earth. 

His  duty  well  was  done. 

Beloved  by  all  who  knew  his  worth. 

And  all  who  knew  him  mourn. 

Like  a  fair  cloud  at  Summer  day. 

That  sweetly  fades  at  even, 

Abraham’s  spirit  pass’d  away 
From  earth,  to  shine  in  heaven. 

In  memory  of  James  Wilber  Stone,  son  of  James  and 
Sally  Stone,  who  died  Oct.  10,  1844,  Mt.  5  years  and  4 
months. 

HIST.  COLL.  XXII  18* 
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In  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah,  wife  of  Capt.  John  Stone, 
who  died  April  5,  1837,  ^t.  54. 

When  such  friends  part, 

’Tis  the  survivor  dies. 


In  memory  of  Cornelius  Sullivan,  a  native  of  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  who  died  Sept.  9,  1849,  Aged  26  years. 
Erected  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth. 

Requiescat  in  pace. 

Sylvester  A.,  son  of  Alfred  W.  &  Mary  J.  Swain,  died 
Aug.  30,  1850,  Mt.  1  year  &,  21  days. 

Sweet  babe,  thou  hast  gone  to  thy  rest, 

We  bid  thee  a  long  farewell. 

And  hope  thou  art  numbered  with  the  blest. 

In  a  happier  world  to  dwell. 

In  memory  of  Mr.  Ephraim  Sweetser,  who  died  Feb. 
26,  1830 :  ^t.  53. 

Friends  and  physicians  could  not  save 
My  mortal  body  from  the  grave ; 

Nor  can  the  grave  confine  me  here. 

Since  Christ  has  called  me  to  appear. 

In  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Sweetser,  wife  of  Mr. 
Ephraim  Sweetser.  Oht.  Oct.  6,  1802,  .^t.  20. 

Like  me  in  dust  you’ll  soon  be  laid, 

Then  oh  I  prepare  to  come. 

That  with  my  dying  hope  I  said, 

We’ll  meet  in  happier  home. 

Mary  Smith,  wife  of  Ephraim  Sweetser,  died  April  27, 
1860 ;  .^t.  77  years  &  9  months. 

Kind  mother,  thou  hast  left  us. 

To  join  thy  friends  above. 

To  dwell  in  peace  with  Jesus, 

And  feast  upon  his  love. 

Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints. 
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In  memory  of  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and 
Mary  Sweetser,  who  died  Jan.  25,  1837,  29. 

Her  sonl  has  now  taken  its  flight ; 

To  mansions  of  glory  above ; 

To  mingle  with  angels  of  light, 

And  dwell  in  the  kingdom  of  love. 


In  memory  of  Lydia  Ann,  who  died  April  2**,  1834 — 
Aged  14  years  —  &  William  Harrison,  who  died  May  23** 
1818,  Aged  8  months.  Children  of  Ephraim  and  Mary 
Sweetser. 

Farewell,  dear  friends,  prepare  to  die. 

Love  God  and  we  shall  meet  on  high,  to  part  no  more. 


Almira,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Mary  Sweetser,  died 
Sept.  7, 1854,  .^t.  39. 

Sister,  thou  hast  gone  to  rest ; 

Thy  sins  are  all  forgiven ; 

Saints  in  light  have  welcomed  thee 
To  share  the  joys  of  heaven. 

“  We  which  have  believed  do  enter  into  rest." 


Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Ephraim  &  Mary  Sweetser,  died 
Jan.  18^**  1859,  ^t.  37. 

She  has  fallen  asleep  in  Jesus ;  pillowed  on  the  bosom  of  Uncreated 
Love ;  basking  forever  beneath  the  sunshine  of  Jehovah’s  smile. 

The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed. 


Lydia  Ann,  daughter  of  Ephraim,  Jr.  &  Nancy  Sweet¬ 
ser,  died  Sept.  16,  1836,  Aged  8  months  &  19  days. 

Sweet  innocent,  farewell ;  thou  art  gone 
To  mingle  with  the  blest  above. 

And  we  are  left  to  weep  alone, 

And  still  thy  memory  fondly  love. 
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Georgiana,  daughter  of  Thomas  &  Harriet  Switzer, 
died  July  17,  1853,  ^Et.  17  mos.  11  d’s. 

One  little  bud  adorned  my  bower, 

And  shed  sweet  fragrance  round ; 

It  grew  in  beauty  hour  by  hour, 

’Till,  ah !  the  spoiler  came  iu  power. 

And  crushed  it  to  the  ground. 

In  memory  of  Mr.  Amos  Tapley,  who  died  Sept.  1, 
1830,  ^t.  47. 

I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life. 

In  memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Mr.  Amos 
Tapley,  who  died  May  30,  1841.  Aged  53. 

Then  shall  the  dust  return  to  the  earth  as  it  was;  and  the  spirit 
shall  return  to  God  who  gave  it. 

In  memory  of  Miss  Eunice  Ann,  only  daughter  of 
Amos  &  Elizabeth  Tapley,  who  died  April  3,  1837, 

22. 

When  lingering  pains  her  bosom  tore. 

Resign’d  she  kiss’d  the  chast’ning  rod, 

Each  mortal  pang  with  meekness  bore 
And  smil’d  in  death  to  meet  her  God. 

In  memory  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Tarbox,  who  died  Dec. 
13, 1831,  ^t.  79. 

In  memory  of  Mrs.  Abigail,  widow  of  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Tarbox,  who  died  Feb.  13,  1844,  .<33t.  90. 

There  is  rest  in  heaven. 

William  Tarbox,  died  Aug.  28,  1849,  61. 


Edwin  Hill,  son  of  William  &  Dolly  Tarbox,  died  at 
Sacramento  City,  California,  Aug.  17,  1850,  .dEt.  24. 
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In  memory  of  Mary  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William 
«S:  Dolly  Tarbox,  who  died  April  28,  1834,  ^t.  4  years 
&  6  months. 

We  hope  she  leans  on  Jesns’  breast, 

Where  sorrow  cannot  come ; 

May  we  too  find  in  Heaven  a  rest, 

And  our  eternal  Home. 

Sarah,  daughter  to  Jacob  &  Abigail  Tarbox,  Died  Aug. 
yo  5th  1741^  aged  14  months. 

In  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Tai’box,  wife  of  Mr.  Ebe- 
nezer  Tarbox,  Jr.,  who  died  Jan.  22,  1823,  38. 

Adieu!  thou  dear  departed  soul! 

Now  gone  from  earth  to  heaven  above. 

Where  streams  of  pleasure  ever  roll, 

To  drink  full  draughts  of  heavenly  love. 

Margaret  L.,  wife  of  Isaac  H.  Tarbox,  died  Dec.  17, 
1849,  ^t.  34. 

Helen  Maria,  their  daughter,,  died  March  19,  1850, 
aged  4  months  &  19  days. 

Charles  J.,  son  of  Isaac  H.  &  Margaret  L.  Tarbox, 
died  Oct.  20,  1838,  aged  10  mo’s.  &  7  days. 

Our  happy  child  to  heaven  has  gone. 

Gone  to  his  Father,  to  his  home, 

Ah !  little  infant,  happy  be ; 

The  loss  to  us  is  gain  to  thee. 

Martha  Maria,  wife  of  John  M.  Tarbox,  died  May  6, 
1853,  J3t.  18. 

She  hath  left  all  scenes  of  sadness. 

For  a  brighter  realm  above, 

And  her  spirit  dwells  in  gladness. 

In  that  blissful  world  of  love. 

Mourning  kindred,  cease  thy  weeping, 

Hush  those  sighs  that  rend  thy  breast. 

Soft,  0,  softly  she  is  sleeping; 

Sweetly  doth  the  dear  one  rest. 
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In  memory  of  Mr.  PaulB.  Taylor,  who  died  Sept.  29, 
1840,  aged  28. 

In  joys  sedate,  in  suffering  much  composed, 

Serene  through  life,  and  peaceful  when  it  closed. 

Go  live  with  God,  who  called  thee  hence  away, 

Go  reign  with  Him  in  everlasting  day, 

These  rites,  this  monument,  this  verse,  receive, 

’Tis  all  a  wife,  a  friend  can  give. 

Abigail,  daughter  of  Joseph  G.  &  Harriet  Taylor,  died 
April  30,  1838,  .^t.  2  years  &  3  months. 

The  little  ones  he  took  and  blest, — 

And  clasp’d  them  to  his  tender  breast. 

James  H.,  son  of  Eben  S.  &  Jane  Teel,  died  May  14, 
1850,  ^t.  4  mo’s. 

Happy  infant,  early  blest. 

Rest,  in  peaceful  slumber,  rest. 

Here  lyes  buried  y*  body  of  M'  Edward  Thomas,  who 
died  April  the  12“‘  1741^  Aged  42  years  ;  who  was  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  the  island  of  Barbadoes. 

Charles  J.  Thompson,  died  Aug.  30,  1846,  aged  27 
years. 

Also  his  only  son,  Charles  J.,  died  April  6,  1846, 
aged  8  months. 

For  as  in  Adam  all  die  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive. 

In  memory  of  three  children  of  Capt.  Daniel  &  Mrs. 
Sarah  Tilton. 

Sarah  Jane,  died  May  23,  1829,  1  year  8  mouths. 

John  Brier,  died  Oct.  24,  1829,  ^t.  15  months. 

Daniel  Brier,  died  Sept.  6,  1830,  .^t.  1  year. 

Behold  these  children  dead  and  gone, 

A  father  weeps,  a  mother  mourns. 

We  drop  a  tear  to  soothe  their  grief, 

A  mother’s  God  will  grant  relief. 


FROM  GRAVESTONES  IN  LYNN, 


287 


In  memory  of  Mr.  Daniel  Townsend,  who  died  May  10, 
1833,  38. 

But  is  he  dead? — no,  no,  he  lives! 

His  happy  spirit  flies. 

To  heaven  above ;  and  there  receives 
The  long  expected  prize. 

Monument  —  Towling. 

Samuel  C.  Towling,  died  May  16,  1843,  aged  2  months. 

Jeremiah  M.  Towling,  died  Nov.  14,  1845,  aged  8 
months.  Children  of  Jeremiah  &  Sarah  J.  Towling. 

They  tasted  of  life’s  bitter  cup. 

Refused  to  drink  the  potion  up; 

They  turned  their  little  heads  aside. 

Sickened  at  the  taste  and  died. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Robert  Wormsted,  son  of 
Robert  W.  and  Susan  Trevett,  who  died  April  4,  A.  D. 
1823,  Aged  8  years. 

Ah  whither  fled !  ye  dear  iliusions  stay ! 

Lo !  pale  and  silent  lies  the  lovely  clay. 

How  are  the  roses  on  that  cheek  decay’d. 

Which  late  the  purple  light  of  youth  display’d, 

0  death,  why  arm  with  cruelty  thy  power, 

And  spare  the  idle  weed  yet  top  the  flower. 

In  memory  of  Mr.  David  Tufts,  a  soldier  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  who  died  July  6,  1823,  .^t.  60. 

When  coldness  wraps  this  sufibring  clay, 

Ah,  whither  strays  the  Immortal  mind  ? 

It  cannot  die,  it  cannot  stay, 

But  leaves  its  darken’d  dust  behind. 

How  uncertain  are  human  enjoyments. 

From  gratitude,  respect,  and  endearing  recollection, 
this  stone  is  erected  in  remembrance  of  Mrs.  Jane  &  Sally 
Tufts,  consort  &  daughter  of  Mr.  David  Tufts  who  died 
Nov.  15“*  &  16  ‘**1795,  aged  28  years,  the  infant  1  day. 
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Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Tufts  &  dam, 
wife  and  dau'  of  Mr.  David  Tufts,  who  obt.  Aug.  20“*  & 
220  1801. 

She  aged  32  years,  the  child  5  hours. 

Why  do  we  mourn  departed  friends, 

Or  shake  at  death’s  alarms, 

’Tls  but  the  voice  that  Jesus  sends 
To  call  them  to  his  arms. 

In  memory  of  Mr.  David  Tufts,  who  died  Oct.  19, 
1833,  uEt.  42  years. 

How  bless’d  the  righteous  when  he  dies. 

Mary  Ann  Hill,  wife  of  David  Tufts,  died  April  2, 
1861,  iEt.  65. 

This  humble  stone  is  inscribed  to  the  memory  of  Mary 
Frances  Tufts,  daughter  of  Mr.  David  &  Mrs.  Eunice 
Tufts.  Obt.  Sept.  24,  1803,  aged  1  month. 

Happy  child  I  accepted  without  being  exercised,  thou  bast  joined 
the  fellowship  of  angels  and  sister  spirits. 

This  monument  is  erected  to  the  memory  of  Joseph 
Hart  Tufts,  son  of  Mr.  David  &  Mrs.  Eunice  Tufts. 
Died  Jan.  16,  1806,  aged  6  mo.  &  22  days. 

The  loveliest  flower  in  nature’s  garden  plac’d. 

Permitted  just  to  bloom,  and  pluck’d  in  baste. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mary  Tufts,  daughter  of  Mr. 
David  &  Mrs.  Eunice  Tufts,  who  died  May  22^  1811,  aged 
1  year  &  6  mo. 

And  is  my  lovely  Mary  fled. 

No  more  with  us  to  dwell? 

As  the  fair  lily  droop’d  her  head. 

Thus  all  my  pleasure  fell. 


[To  be  continued. 


EARLY  SETTLERS  OF  ROWLEY,  MASS.,  INCLUDING 
ALL  WHO  WERE  HERE  BEFORE  1662. 

WITH  A  FEW  GENERATIONS  OF  THEIR  DESCENDANTS. 


BY  GEO.  B.  BLODGETTE.  M.  A. 

[Continued  firom  page  226,  Vol.  XXII.] 

PALMER. 

For  many  of  the  following  facts  I  am  indebted  to  the 
researches  of  Mr.  Frank  Palmer  of  Norwich,  Ct. 

77  Thomas  Palmer  had  an  acre  and  a  half  houselot 
on  Bradford  street  1643.  He  married — 6mo.,  1643,  Ann 

- -  She  was  buried  22  Feb.,  1686.  His  death  is 

not  of  record. 

His  will,  dated  2  Aug.,  1669,  proved  28  Sept.,  1669, 
mentions ;  wife  Ann ;  son  Samuel  to  have  the  homestead  ; 
son  Timothy  to  have  the  Boxford  land ;  son  Thomas  to 
have  the  Bradford  land.  The  inventory  of  his  estate 
was  taken  5  Sept.,  1669  (Essex Probate  on  file).  Thomas 
Palmer  is  mentioned  as  legatee  in  the  will  of  Richard 
Bailey*,  1647,  which  may  have  some  bearing  as  to  the 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  Ann. 

Children : 

77-1  Samuel*,  b.  20-6mo.,  1644;  m.  Mary  Pearson*®'*. 

77-2  Timothy*,  b.  2-2mo.,  1647;  m.  Elizabeth  Huggins. 

77-8  Thomas*,  b.  — 6mo.,  1660;  m.  Hannah  Johnson**  ‘. 

77-1  Deacon  Samuel  Palmer  {  Thomas'^)  born 
20-6rao.,  1644;  married  20  Dec.,  1671,  Mary,  daughter 
of  John  Pearson®.  She  died  7  July,  1716,  aged  64  years 
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(gravestone).  He  was  deacon  of  our  church  1  Feb., 
1707-8,  and  died  21  June,  1719,  aged  75  years  (grave¬ 
stone).  He  arranged  the  distribution  of  his  estate  among 
his  children  in  his  lifetime  (Essex  Deeds  33 :  142) . 

Children : 


77-4  Mary*,  bapt.  29  Sept.,  1672;  died  soon. 

77-i  Mary*,  b.  6  April,  1674;  m.  16  Jan.,  1700-1,  Benjamin  Stickney 
(see  Stickney  Genealogy).  She  died  1747,  aged  74. 

77-6  Martha*,  b.  24  April,  1677 ;  m.  3  Nov.,  1698,  Samnel  Hale  of 
Bradford  (see  Register,  Yol.  31 :  94). 

77-7  Thomas*,  ^  1684; 

77-8  Phebe*,  5  'I 

Kllbourne*®'*®. 


13  May,  1712,  George 


77-2  Timothy  Palmer  (Thomas’’’)  born  2-2mo., 
1647 ;  married  3  June,  1670,  Elizabeth  Huggins,  prob¬ 
ably  of  Hampton.  They  moved  to  Suffield,  1674,  and 
he  died  there  28  Nov.,  1696. 

Children  born  here : 

77-9  Elizabeth,*  b.  23  March,  1670-1 ;  died  soon. 

77-10  Timothy*,  b.  20  May,  1673;  m.  in  Suffield,  8  Apr.,  1703,  Abigail 
Allen  of  Suffield.  He  died  in  Suffield,  28  Feb.,  1749-60. 
Born  in  Suffield : 

77-11  Esther*,  b.  24  Jan.,  1676;  d.  12  June,  1702. 

77-12  Mary*,  b.  19  Oct.,  1678;  d.  6  Nov.,  1689. 

77-13  Thomas*,  b.  20  Nov.,  1682;  d.  17  July,  1696. 

77-14  Anne*,  b.  6  July,  1683 ;  d.  11  Oct.,  1688. 

The  above  four  never  married. 

77-16  Samuel*,  b.  11  May,  1686;  m.  2  Feb.,  1720-1,  Elizabeth  Smith. 


77-3  Thomas  Palmer  (Thomas”)  "Cooper,”  born 
— 6mo.,  1650;  married  9  Jan.,  1677-8,  Hannah,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Capt.  John  Johnson®.  She  died  5  Oct.,  1732. 
He  died  30  Sept.,  1732,  "in  ye  82  year  of  his  age” 
(Chh.  R.). 

Children : 

77-16  John*,  b.  9  Dec.,  1678;  died  soon. 

77-17  Samuel*,  b.  2  April,  1682 ;  died  soon. 

77-18  Samuel*,  b.  22  May,  1686 ;  m.  Mary  Felt. 
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77-19  John*,  b.  19  Oct.,  1688;  d.  28  March,  1727,  “  Felo  de  se”  (Chh. 
R.) ;  unm. 

77-20  Timothy*,  b.  10  Jan.,  1694-5;  m.  Patience  Pearson*®'**. 

77-7  Thomas  Palmer  {Deacon  Samud'^'^y  Thomas^) 
born  19-7 mo.,  1684  (a  twin)  ;  married  in  Charlestown, 
19  Oct.,  1710,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Hopewell  and  Sarah 
(Boynton^*^)  Davis  of  Charlestown.  She  was  born  in 
Charlestown  20  Oct.,  1690.  He  sold,  22  April,  1722,  to 
Ephraim  Nelson,  his  house  and  seven  acres  of  land  (Essex 
Deeds  41 :  132)  and  moved  to  Norwich,  Conn.,  where  he 
died  12  Oct.,  1727.  His  son  Samuel  was  appointed  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  his  estate  in  our  court  10  May,  1735  (Essex 
Probate  20  :  2)  there  being  lands  here.  His  widow  Sarah 
married  (2)  1729,  Nathaniel  Richards  of  Norwich. 
Children  born  here  :  * 

77-21  Samuel*,  b.  20  Nov.,  1712;  m.  In  Norwich,  10  Dec.,  1733,  Sarah 
Andrews  of  Norwich.  They  lived  in  Norwich.  He  died  there 
21  May,  1761. 

77-22  Sarah*,  b.  10  Nov.,  1714;  d.  —  April,  1721. 

77-23  David*,  b.  19  July,  1717;  m.  in  Norwich,  28  Feb.,  1740,  Hannah 
Lawrence  of  Norwich.  They  settled  in  Norwich. 

77-24  Mary*,  b.  15  Feb.,  1719-20;  m.  Solomon  Lamphear  of  Norwich. 
77-25  Thomas*,  bapt.  4  March,  1721-2;  d.  5  Jan.,  1738-9. 

Born  in  Norwich : 

77-26  John*,  b.  29  March,  1724;  m.  Eliz:  Bottom. 

77-27  Sarah*,  b.  10  July,  1726;  m.  Benajah  Fitch  of  Norwich. 

77-18  Samuel  Palmer  ( Thomas^-^,  Thomas^)  born 
22  May,  1686 ;  mamed  6  Nov.,  1707,  Mary  Felt.  They 
moved  to  Mendon,  24  Jan. ,1722-3,  and  he  died  there  before 
Mar.  4,  1730.  By  deed  dated  13  Feb.,  1735,  beginning 
"  Timothy  Palmer  of  Rowley  yeoman  on  the  one  part  and 
Benjamin  and  Thomas  Palmer  of  Upton,  Samuel  and  Jon¬ 
athan  Palmer  (by  their  guardian  Nathan  Tyler)  of  Men¬ 
don,  Mehitable,  wife  of  James  "Ricks”  (?)  of  Upton  and 
Mary  wife  of  John  Hunt  of  Grafton,  all  children  of  Samuel 
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Palmer  deceased  late  of  Mendon  and  formerly  of  Row- 
ley,  of  the  other  part”  they  divide  land  in  Rowley  that 
was  formerly  of  Thomas”"®  (Essex  Deeds  72  :  32).  His 
widow  Mary  married  (2)  in  Upton  5  July  1760,  Samuel 
Walker  of  Hopkintou.  She  died  before  13  April,  1770. 

Children : 

77-28  Benjamin*,  b.  - ;  had  by  wife  Sarah  seven  children, 

1735-1748. 

77-29  Mehitable*,  bapt.  4  March,  1710-11 ;  ra.  James  “Rice”  of  Mendon. 
77-30  Thomas*,  bapt.  28  Jane,  1713;  m.  in  Upton,  30  Nov.,  1741,  Su¬ 
sannah  Goady  of  Upton,  and  died  without  issue.  His  will, 
proved  G  March,  1760,  mentions  wife  Susannah  and  his  hon¬ 
ored  mother  Mary  Palmer. 

77-31  Mary*,  bapt.  29  April,  1716;  m.  John  Hunt  of  Grafton. 

77-32  Samuel*,  b. - ;  m.  in  Upton,  28  Feb.,  1739,  Rachel  WarQeld 

of  Upton;  probably  dau.  of  Job  Warfield  of  Mendon.  They 
moved  to  Uxbridge,  1751 ;  and  to  Dudley  before  1758, 

77-33  Jonathan*,  bapt.  11  March,  1721-2. 

77-20  Timothy  Palmer  (TAomos”*®,  TAomos”) 
born  10  Jan.,  1694-5  ;  married  28  March,  1722,  Patience, 
daughter  of  Stephen  Pearson®'^®.  She  died  21  Jan., 
1729-30.  He  married  (2)  13  Nov.,  1730,  widow  Jane 
(Stickney)  Syle  (see  Stickney  Genealogy). 

He  died  29  Dec.,  1773.  (See  Essex  Deeds  11 1 :  250  and 
127  :  210  and  131 :  228  to  show  that  his  son  John  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Cressey  and  not  Eliz :  Bonnet. ) 

Children  by  wife  Patience  : 

77-34  Stephen*,  b.  10  Jan.,  1723-4;  m.  (pub.  9  Nov.,  1745)  Priscilla 
Haight  of  Stratham.  He  was  dismissed  from  our  church  30 
Nov.,  1760,  to  Epping,  N.  H.  He  died  1 790,  in  Candia,  N.  H. 
77-35  An  infant*,  d.  —  June,  1727. 

77-36  John*,  b.  1  June,  1728;  m.  3  Oct.,  1750,  Mary  Cressey,  dau.. of 
Samuel  and  Mary  (Andrews)  Cressey  (see  Register  for  April, 
1877).  She  was  born  30  June,  n27  and  died  15  Feb.,  1802, 
aged  75  years;  called  wife  of  John  “senier.”  He  died  29 
Oct.,  1805,  aged  77  years;  called  “senier.”  Their  son  Timo¬ 
thy  was  the  “Bridge-builder”  of  Newburyport. 

77-37  An  infant*,  d.  24  Jan.,  1729-30,  “soon  after  its  mother”  (Chh. 
R.). 
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Children  by  wife  Jane  : 

77-38  Patience*,  bapt.  8  Aug.,  1731. 

77-39  Jane*,  bapt.  18  Feb.,  1732-3;  d.  8  June,  1736. 

77-40  Samuel*,  b. - ;  d.  2  June,  1736. 

77-41  Samuel*,  b.  24  Aug.,  1737;  m.  11  April,  1764,  Aun,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Pearson  of  Ipswich.  She  was  born  19  April,  1740. 
They  moved  to  New  Milford  (Maine)  in  1769.  The  baptisms 
of  three  of  their  children  are  recorded  on  our  church  record  as 
follows:  Elizabeth,  25  Nov.,  1764;  Edward,  19  Oct.,  1766; 
Thomas,  9  Oct.,  1768.  They  also  had  Sarah,  b.  8  Oct.,  1771 ; 
Samuel,  b.  6  July,  1774;  Daniel,  b.  28  Sept.,  1780.  She  died 
6  April,  1821  (Pearson  Family  Records). 


78  Sergt.  John  Palmer  married  17-7mo.,  1645, 
lluth,  daughter  of  William  Acy®.  She  was  buried  13  Oct., 
1649  (recorded  under  year  1650  in  Hist.  Coll.,  Vol.  V, 
161).  He  married  (2)  14— 5 mo.,  1650,  Margaret  Nor- 
theud,  sister  of  EzekieP.  She  died  20  Feb.,  1705-6. 
He  was  about  70  years  old  1693  (Essex  Deeds  5  Ips., 
600).  Hedied,  "aged,”  17  June,  1695. 

His  will,  dated  23  Aug.,  1693,  proved  1  July,  1695, 
mentions  :  daughter  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Anthony  Bennett; 
son-in-law  Jonathan  Harriman,  who  married  daughter 
Sarah;  grandchild  Nicholas  Wallingford  a  minor;  son 
Francis  to  have  the  homestead  and  maintain  his  mother 
(unnamed) ;  and  brother  Ezekiel  Northend  (Essex  Pro¬ 
bate  on  file). 

Children  by  wife  Ruth  : 

78-1  Hannah*,  b.  l-7mo.,  1647;  buried  25  Oct.,  1670  (see  interesting 
papers  couceruiug  her  affections  being  “  iutangied”  and  how 
her  uncie  John  Acy  “  broke  up  the  match”)  (Chh.  R.  and  C. 
C.,  Vol.  23  :  27-8-9). 

78-2  John*,  b.  7-8mo.,  1649;  died  in  infancy. 

Children  by  wife  Margaret : 

78-3  Elizabeth*,  b.  l-8mo.,  1652;  m.  in  Bradford,  4  Dec.,  1678,  Nich¬ 
olas' Wailingiord;  2nd,  15  Feb.,  1686-7  Anthony  Bennett; 
3rd,  12  Dec.,  1700,  Henry  Riley'*. 
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78-4  John*,  b.  15-lmo.,  1656;  burled  6  Aug.,  1638. 

78-6  Francis*,  b.  4-lOmo.,  1657;  m.  Elizabeth  Hunt. 

78-6  Sarah*,  b.  13-llmo.,  1661 ;  m. - Jonathan  Harriman”'*. 

78-5  Francis  Palmer  {John^)  born  4-lOino.,  1657 ; 
married  3  Dec.,  1682,  Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of  Sam¬ 
uel  and  Elizabeth  (Biddings)  Hunt  of  Ipswich  (Essex 
Deeds,  5  Ips.,  598).  She  was  born  in  Ipswich  29  May, 
1661  and  died  9  July,  1689.  He  married  (2)  10  June, 
1690,  Ann,  daughter  of  Abraham  Jewett“.  She  died  27 
Feb.,  1714-5.  He  died  19  April,  1733. 

Children  by  wife  Elizabeth  : 

78-7  Elizabeth*,  b.  20  Dec.,  1685  (bapt.  21  Dec.,  1684). 

78-8  John*,  b.  5  July,  1687 ;  burled  10  Aug.,  1687. 

78-9  John*,  b.  21  June,  1689;  m.  Mary  Stickney. 

Children  by  wife  Ann  : 

78-10  Sarah*,  b.  3  April,  1691;  m.  25  Oct.,  1721,  Elihu  Warfield  of 
Mendon. 

78-11  Francis*,  b.  22  May,  1694;  m.  Sarah  Stickney. 

78-12  Ann*,  b. - ;  m.  25  Oct.,  1721,  Samuel  Nelson”'**. 

78-9  John  Palmer  {Francis’^,  JohnP)  born  21 
June,  1689;  married  18  Nov.,  1709,  Mary,  daughter  of 
Lieut.  John  Stickney  (see  Stickney  Genealogy).  She 
was  born  1  March,  1686  and  died  2  Nov.,  1763.  He 
died  22  Dec.,  1763.  His  will,  dated  24  Nov.,  1763, 
proved  2  Jan.,  1764,  mentions:  son  John  to  be  executor 
and  have  the  homestead;  son  Daniel;  daughters  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hood,  Jane  Gould,  Mary  Duty,  Hannah  Walker, 
Sarah  Barker  and  Mehitable  Smith,  deceased  (Essex  Pro¬ 
bate  41 :  37).  John  Palmer  and  wife  Mary  sold  4  Dec., 
1717,  to  Joshua  Jewett,  about  two  acres  of  land  in  Row- 
ley  that  was  a  part  of  the  homestead  of  his  father  Francis 
Palmer  (Essex  Deeds  89  :  90). 

Children ; 

78-13  Elizabeth*,  b.  1  May,  1710;  m.  6  March,  1731,  Nathan  Hood  of 
Topsficld. 
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78-14  Daniel*,  b.  31  July,  1712;  m.  in  Ipswich,  28  Oct.,  1736,  Elizabeth 
Wheeler  of  Ipswich.  They  were  dismissed  frona  our  church 
26  Feb.,  1743-4  to  First  Church  in  Gloucester.  Perhaps  they 
returned,  as  their  children  were  baptized  in  our  church  as  late 
as  1756.  He  removed  with  his  family  to  Maugerville,  Nova 
Scotia,  1764,  and  was  the  great-grandfather  of  William  Lloyd 
Garrison. 

78-15  Jane*  ,b.  24  Dec.,  1714;  m.  in  Topsfleld,  9  Oct.,  1740,  Simon 
Gould  of  Topsfleld  (see  Gould  Genealogy). 

78-16  Mary*,  b.  1  June,  1717;  m.  1  May,  1741,  Moses  Duty. 

78-17  Hannah*,  b.  30  Dec.,  1719;  m.  23  Feb.,  1741,  Gidian  Walker  of 
Arundel.  She  was  dismissed  from  our  church  9  May,  1742, 
to  Arundel. 

78-18  Sarah*,  b.  7  Feb.,  1721-2;  d.  21  June,  1723,  “scalded”  (Chh. 
R.). 

78-19  Sarah*,  b.  17  April,  1724;  m.  10  Jan.,  1768,  Joseph  Barker. 

78-20  Mehltable*,  b.  18  March,  1726-7;  m.  30  Oct.,  1761  or  1754  John 
Smith  of  Newbury. 

78-21  John*,  b.  30  Nov.  (bapt.  3  Nov.),  1729;  m.  5  March,  1754,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  dau.  of  John  Bennett.  He  bought  land  of  Stephen 
Smith  of  Shrewsbury  and  Moses  Smith  of  Lancaster  18  June, 
1764.  He  was  living  in  Lancaster  1771  and  died  in  Sterling. 
His  will,  proved  6  Jan.,  1807,  mentions  wife  Elizabeth,  sons 
Joseph  and  William,  daughters  Elizabeth,  Mary,  wife  of 
Ephraim  Osgood  and  granddaughter  Lucy  May. 

78-11  Francis  Palmer  {Francis'^,  John^^)  born  22 
May,  1694;  married  30  Oct.,  1716,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Lieut.  John  Stickney  (see  Stickney  Genealogy).  She 
was  born  4  Feb.,  1693  and  died  10  Nov.,  1722.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (2)  20  May,  1725,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Brocklebauk'®"^*.  She  died  31  Deo.,  1759. 

He  died  19  May,  1778,  aged  84  years.  His  will,  dated 
1  Oct.,  1777,  proved  6  July,  1778,  mentions:  son  Ste¬ 
phen  to  be  executor ;  daughter  Ann  Brocklebank  ;  widow 
and  children, of  son  Francis  deceased;  and  children  of 
daughter  Smith  deceased  (Essex  Probate  53  :  77). 

Children  by  wife  Sarah : 

78-22  Ann*  (bapt.  Hannah),  b.  28  May,  1718;  m.  28  Feb.,  1739-40, 
Nathan  Brocklebank'®’**. 
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78-28  Stephen*,  b.  9  Sept.,  1720;  m.  4  Dec.,  1744,  Mary  Todd"**’*. 
She  died  22  April,  1790.  He  died  23  June,  1811,  aged  91  yrs. 
His  will,  dated  1  Sept.,  1803,  proved  2  July  1811,  mentions: 
only  son  Moses ;  daughters  Ruth  and  Mary  to  have  the  home¬ 
stead,  Sarah  Dole  and  Susannah  Warner  (Essex  Probate  81 : 
23). 

78-24  An  infant*,  d.  4  Nov.,  1722;  "lived  about  an  hour”  (Chh.  R.) 

Children  by  wife  Elizabeth  : 

78-25  Elizabeth*,  b.  31  March,  1726;  m.  28  Sept.,  1752,  Joseph  Smith. 
78-26  Sarah*,  b.  13  Oct.,  1728;  d.  3  Sept.,  1736. 

78-27  Patience*,  b.  11  May,  1730;  d.  6  Aug.,  1739.  (This  birth  is 
probably  an  error  In  record.) 

78-28  Francis*,  b.  16  Jan.,  1730-1;  d.  22  Aug.,  1736. 

78-29  Ruth*,  b.  26  June,  1733;  d.  3  Sept.,  1736. 

78-30  Francis*,  b.  1  May,  1740;  m.  21  April,  1761,  Rebecca,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Dresser*®***.  She  was  insane  many  years  and  died 
28  Dec.,  1813.  He  died  19  Aug.,  1773,  “in  his  prime”  (Chh. 
R.).  In  the  division  of  his  estate,  1787,  mention  is  made  of 
children  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  John  Pemberton  Palmer  and  Aaron 
Palmer  (Essex  Probate  52 :  170). 


PARRAT. 

79  Francis  Parrat,  freeman  13  May,  1640 ;  town 
clerk  1641 ;  one  of  the  committee  to  assign  honselots 
1643 — he  having  one  of  two  acres — ;  he  was  a  man  of 
ability  and  influence,  and  his  penmanship  shown  on  our 
record  attests  his  skill.  I  think  he  was  deacon  of  our 
church  though  his  name  has  never  appeared  on  the  printed 
lists.  In  a  paper  on  file  in  Essex  Probate,  being  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  division  of  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Ann  Hobson 
dated  3  Dec.,  1694,  a  parcel  of  the  land  is  described  as 
bounded  "  by  y®  land  y*  was  Deacon  parrats the  com¬ 
mittee  who  made  the  division  were  Ezekiel  Northend,  jr., 
Nehemiah  Jewett  and  Capt.  Joseph  Jewett,  men  who 
would  have  known  who  had  been  deacons  of  their  church. 
He  went  to  England  on  business  and  died  there  1656. 

[To  be  continued.'] 
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COMMUNICATED  BY  JOHN  H.  GOULD,  ESQ. 


The  document  given  below  is  from  the  archives  of  the 
town  of  Topsfield. 

Capt.  Stephen  Perkins,  whose  name  appears  there,  and 
who  was  the  writer  of  the  accompanying  letter,  was  born 
in  Topsfield,  March  17,  1725.  He  married  Eunice  Board- 
man  and  died  October  23,  1790.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
farmer.  He  was  a  public  spirited  and  energetic  man  and 
a  leader  in  all  the  patriotic  movements  of  his  day ;  was 
both  ready  and  willing  to  help  in  any  way  the  interests 
of  his  native  town  during  all  the  years  of  his  active  life ; 
and  held,  during  thirty-eight  years,  nearly  all  the  offices 
of  honor  and  trust  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow  citizens.  As 
captain  of  a  military  company  he  was  in  active  service 
during  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

"Mrs 

Eunice  Perkins 
In 

Topsfield 

to  be  left  with  Joseph  Canings 
Rye  in  New  York  goverment  Oct°  28  1776 
Loving  wife 

As  proidence  has  put  in  my  hands  to  write  to  you  I 
heartily  imbrace  it,  and  would  inform  you  that  I  am  in  a 
Comfortable  State  of  helth  at  present,  and  all  the  men 
from  Topsfield ;  I  hant  any  thing  remarkable  to  write  Ex¬ 
cept  that  yesterday  there  was  a  Tremendious  firing  but  at 
such  a  Distance  from  us  that  we  have  not  as  yet  heard  the 
Event  nor  Sertenly  where  it  was.  I  hope  through  the 
blessing  of  God  these  lines  will  find  you  and  all  my  friends 
in  health  and  prosperity.  You  may  inform  Doctor  Baker 
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that  I  sent  by  Cap*  Dodge  of  Wenham  to  the  armey 
where  Capt  Baker  is  and  he  informs  me  that  his  Company 
is  well,  I  should  be  glad  to  here  from  you  but  it  is  not 
likely  that  you  Can  have  an  oppertunity  to  write,  as  the 
time  is  so  short  that  is  proposed  for  us  to  stay  if  my  life 
and  health  should  be  preserved,  as  we  are  at  so  great  a  dis¬ 
tance  from  you  llememlier  to  my  father  and  mother  in 
perticular  and  all  the  rest  of  my  friends  that  shall  Enquire 
after  me  ;  Trusting  in  the  mercey  and  goodness  of  Goud  I 
hope  we  shall  live  to  see  one  another  in  this  world,  if  not, 

I  hope  we  shall  meet  in  the  heavenly  World.  So  no  more 
at  present  but  Sul)scribe  my  self  your  Loving  Husband 
till  Death  shall  pat  us.  Steph"  Perkins 

N  B  I  should  have  wrote  more  but  Capt  Dodge  of  Wen- 
ham  the  barer  hereof  Come  here  this  morning  and  we  was 
about  to  remove  two  nnls  farther  but  in  the  same  Town.” 

Copy  John  H.  Gould. 

"1776,  June  14. 

Voted,  That  in  case  the  Honorable  the  Continental  Con¬ 
gress  shall  think  fit  for  the  Safety  of  the  united  Colonies 
to  declare  them  Independent  of  the  kingdom  of  greate 
Britten  this  town  do  Solomnly  engage  to  defend  and  sup¬ 
port  the  measure,  both  with  their  Lives  and  fortunes  to 
the  uttmost  of  thir  power. 

Israel  Clark  jr  Capt  Stephen  Perkins  and  Solomon 
Dodge  was  chosen  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Draft  for  in¬ 
structions  for  Mr  John  Gould  Representative  of  Said  town 
for  a  rule  for  Conduct  in  the  general  Court  respecting  the 
united  Colonies  in  America  bing  declared  Independent  of 
the  Kingdom  of  greate  Britton  by  the  continantal  &  to 
report  Said  draft  to  the  town  at  the  next  meeting. 

Adj.  to  21  June. 

The  Instruction  before  mentioned  that  was  Voted  to  be 
given  to  Mr  John  Gould  Representative  of  said  town  are 
as  followeth. 
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To  Mr  John  Gould  Representiitive  of  Topsfield. 

Sir  a  resolution  of  the  Honorable  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  calling  upon  the  several  Towns  in  the  Collony 
to  express  their  minds  with  respect  to  american  Inde- 
pendance  of  the  kingdom  of  greate  Britten  is  the  ocasion 
of  our  giving  you  instructions  this  being  the  greatest 
question  that  has  ever  came  before  this  town,  a  few  years 
ago  Sir,  Such  a  question  would  have  put  us  in  a  greate 
Surprise,  and  we  apprehend  would  have  been  Treated 
with  the  uttmost  Contempt,  we  then  on  ourselves  happy 
in  being  the  Subjects  of  the  King  of  greate  Britten,  it  be¬ 
ing  our  our  fore  fathers  native  Country,  we  looked  up 
unto  them,  as  our  pairent  State,  and  we  have  ahvays 
Looked  upon  it  as  our  duty  as  well  as  Interest  to  defend 
and  support  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  Crown  of  greate 
Britten  and  we  have  always  freely  done  it  both  with  our 
Lives  and  fortunes.  Counting  our  selves  happy  when  in 
the  Strictest  union,  and  Connection  with  our  pairent  State, 
but  the  Sene  is  now  Changed  our  mind  and  Sentiments  are 
now  altered.  She  that  was  calld  our  Mother  Country  and 
pairent  State  is  now  without  and  Just  Cause  or  Injury 
done  by  these  Colonies  become  their  greatest  enemies 
The  unprovoked  Injuries  these  Colonies  have  received, 
the  unjustifiable  and  unconstitutional  Claimes  that  have 
been  made  on  these  Colonies  by  the  Court  of  greate  Brit¬ 
ten,  to  tax  us  and  take  away  our  substance  from  us,  and 
that  at  any  time,  and  for  any  use  that  they  please  without 
onr  consent,  and  the  cruel  prosecuting  these  their  Claims 
have  been  Cruel  and  unjust  to  the  Highest  degree,  the 
whole  Conduct  of  the  Court  of  greate  Britten,  and  the 
fallacious  Conduct  of  their  Governers  appointed  and  sent 
unto  these  Colonies  are  so  well  known,  and  have  been  by 
much  abler  hands  set  fourth  in  such  a  Clear  true  and 
plaine  Light,  we  think  it  needless  to  luumerate  any  further 
derticulars,  for  these  reasons  Sir  as  well  as  many  others 
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that  might  be  mentioned  we  are  Confirmed  in  the  opinion, 
that  the  unighted  Colonies  will  be  greatley  wanting  in  their 
duty  lK)th  to  the  greate  goveruer  of  the  uuivers  to  them¬ 
selves  and  posterity  if  Independence  of  the  kingdom  of 
greate  Britten  is  not  declared  as  soon  as  may  be,  these 
being  our  Sentiments,  but  we  would  not  be  understood 
that  we  mean  to  dictate  Leaveing  that  momeuteus  afaire 
to  the  well  known  wisdom  prudence  Justice  and  Intigrety 
of  that  honourable  body  the  Continantal  Congress,  under 
whose  direction  it  more  Immediately  belongs,  and  in  re¬ 
spect  to  a  form  of  Government  for  the  future  we  take  it, 
that  belongs  to  an  after  question,  and  we  could  wish  that 
no  Court  nor  Congress  on  this  Continent  might  Spend  their 
time  in  debateing  about  forms  and  "Ser  im  on-ceas equall 
or  unequal  representation  in  Court  at  present  as  enova- 
sions  are  always  daugerus,  we  hartily  wish  that  that  the  an¬ 
tiant  rules  in  the  Charter,  which  this  province  has  been  so 
much  Contending  for,  might  be  Strictly  ad  heard  to,  till  such 
time  as  the  whole  of  the  people  of  this  Colony  have  liberty 
to  express  their  Sentiments  in  respect  to  thatafair,  as  fully 
as  they  have  in  Cause  of  Independence,  for  we  are  full  in 
the  opinion,  that  the  Sentiments  of  the  people  in  general 
are  never  fully  Collected  by  the  vote  or  opinion  of  a  few 
persons  meat  together  (tho  appoined),  when  they  desend 
into  matters  of  greate  Importance  that  are  wholly  new, 
and  especially  when  the  whole  of  the  people  are  Immedi- 
atly  Conceared  there  in,  Having  thus  freely  spoken  our 
Sentiments  in  respect  to  Indepandance  &c  We  now  In¬ 
struct  you  Sir,  to  give  the  Honorable,  Continantal  Con¬ 
gress  the  strongest  asuerances  that  if  for  ^the  Safty  of 
thes  united  Colonies,  they  Shall  declare  america  to  be  In¬ 
dependant  of  the  kingdom  of  greate  Britten  your  Coii- 
stituants  will  support  and  defend  the  measure  with  Lives 
and  fortunes  to  the  uttmost  of  their  power.” 

Declaration  of  Independance  next  is  recorded. 


HISTORY  AND  GENEALOGY  OF  THE  CONANT  FAMILY. 


From  a  circular  recently  received  wo  learn  that  Mr, 
Frederick  Odell  Conant  of  Portland,  Me.,  has  for  several 
years  past  devoted  much  time  in  collecting  material  for 
this  proposed  publication. 

The  material  already  collected  is  enough  to  form  a  large 
octavo  volume.  The  work  will  be  put  to  press  as  soon  as 
the  subscriptions  that  have  been  received  will  warrant  the 
undertaking. 

Members  of  the  family  have  shown  a  great  interest  in 
this  publication  and  many  of  them  have  contributed  gen¬ 
ealogical  and  biographical  accounts  of  their  immediate 
branches. 

Those  who  have  not  already  responded  are  respectfully 
requested  to  forward  their  accounts  at  an  early  day. 

These  records  include  the  Connet,  Connett  and  Uonnit 
families  as  well  as  the  several  branches  of  the  Conant  fam¬ 
ily  ;  every  individual  of  these  names  of  whom  any  record 
has  been  found  will  appear  in  the  book.  It  is  thought 
that  these  names  are  derived  from  the  same  source,  as  in 
early  English  records  the  above  forms  (and  others)  are 
found  undoubtedly  referring  to  the  same  family. 
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Not  only  is  a*  thorough  investigation  being  made  to 
trace  the  ancestry  of  all  of  the  name  in  this  country, 
but  a  search  is  being  made  among  English  Records,  which 
it  is  hoped  will  add  much  to  our  knowledge  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  families  of  the  name. 

A  well  prepared  and  exhaustive  account  of  this  family 
would  be  a  very  desirable  addition  to  the  genealogical  lit¬ 
erature  of  New  England. 

Roger  Conant  the  lirst  emigi'ant  of  the  name  was  one  of 
the  old  planters  that  were  in  Salem  on  the  arrival  of  En- 
dicott,  Higginson,  and  Winthrop.  He  was  the  governor  of 
the  plantation  ;  the  indenture,  authorizing  the  settlement, 
signed  by  Lord  Sheffield  in  behalf  of  the  council  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  Devon,  England,  Jan’y  1,  1623,  is  in  the  Library 
of  the  Essex  Institute.  His  descendants  are  connected  by 
intermarriages  with  many  of  the  old  families  of  New  Eng¬ 
land.  He  first  settled  at  Cape  Ann  in  1624  but  removed 
to  Naumkeag,  now  Salem,  in  1626. 

This  indenture  was  superseded  by  the  charter  under 
which  Governor  Endicott  acted.  Endicottcame  in  1628, 
Higginson  in  1629,  Winthrop  in  1630. 


